
 

“Emissaries of the Cross” 
 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 

 

I share Jesus with    
others through         

personal proclamation             
and demonstration      

of the gospel. 
 

“But you will receive 
power when the Holy 

Spirit comes on you; and 
you will be my witness-

es in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to 

the ends of the earth.”  



2 Corinthians  5:16-21 

16 So from now on we regard no one from a worldly 

point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this 

way, we do so no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in 

Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the 

new is here! 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to 

himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of recon-

ciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the world to himself 

in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he 

has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20 We 

are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were 

making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s 

behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 God made him who had no 

sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the 

righteousness of God. 

 
 

After reading the text, practice your Observation 
skills by noting the following: 

• Underline the phrase that shows comparison in v. 

16. 

• Draw a line connecting the repeated words in v. 

16. 

• Circle “this way” in v. 16. Draw an arrow to its 

referent earlier in the verse. 

• Double underline “new creation” in . 17.  

• Circle all the words associated with reconciliation 

in vv. 18-20. 

• Put brackets around what God is reconciling in 

vv. 18-19. 

• Put double brackets around the agency of God’s 

reconciliation in vv. 18-19. 

• Place a box around each occurrence of “we” and 

“us.”  

• Highlight the message of Christ’s ambassadors 

in v. 20. 

• Draw a line connecting the occurrences of the 

word “God” in vv. 18-21. 

 

What one word would you use to describe the TONE 

of this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.) 

 

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage? 

 

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one 

word. If you were going to describe these verses, you 

might say, “This text is about ________________.” 



1. What was the “worldly point of view” about others and about Christ that was no longer regarded? 
 
 
 
2. In Christ’s “new creation” what was discarded as “old” and what was embraced as “new”? 
 
 
 
3.  
 
 
 
 
4. What is included in being “reconciled to God’? 
 
 
 
 
5. What is involved in the ministry of reconciliation? 
 
 
 
 
6. What is the connection between being an ambassador of Christ and being involved in the ministry of reconcil-

iation? 
 
 
 
 
7. To whom are we to be reconciled? How does this change our outlook on life? 
 
 
 
 
8. What is driving Paul’s emphatic plea in verse 20 (consider vv. 11-15)? 
 
 
 
 
9. Whom is God making to be sin so that we can be made righteous? To what Old Testament passage may v. 21 

be alluding? 
 
 
 
 
10. What connection do you see between “new creation” in Christ and being “Christ’s ambassadors”? 





v. 16 worldly point    “In Greek, literally, 
‘after the flesh,’ meaning ‘according to human stand-
ards.’ As an educated Jew, Paul was looking forward 
to the Messiah. But the Jews of his time were looking 
for a political Messiah, a powerful person who 
would free them from Roman rule. Instead, Jesus 
had died, even suffering the Romans’ most cruel 
punishment: crucifixion. Because Deuteronomy 21:23 
says ‘anyone who is hung on a tree is under God’s 
curse,’ the Jews considered dying on a cross a sign of 
God’s disapproval. According to human standards, 
Jesus was an insignificant man who died like a crimi-
nal” (Bruce B. Barton and Grant R. Osborne, 1 & 2 
Corinthians, LABC, 354-355). 

v. 17 new creation    

v. 18 ministry     “Paul has already 
used the word ministry (diakonia) and ‘minister’  
(diakonos) in the previous context to refer to his own 
ministry of the new covenant in contradistinction to 
Moses’ ‘ministry’ of the old covenant (cf. 3:6, 7, 8, 9; 
4:1). Here, too, he implies a typological comparison 
to Moses. Both Philo and Josephus portray Moses as 
‘reconciler’ (katallaktēs, diallaktēs), in the sense that he 
intervened before God on behalf of the people after 
the golden calf incident (Exod. 32:11–13). Paul sees 
himself as being commissioned with a similar minis-
try of reconciliation and mediation” (James M. Scott, 
2 Corinthians, UBCS, 137-138). 

v. 19 sins       
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Being reconciled to God through Jesus Christ dramatically changes us. We should live  
as representative ambassadors, allowing God to speak through our changed  

lives, to compel others to also be reconciled to God. 

 

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 

 

 

 

 



   

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 

 
When you think of missions, what comes to mind? For years my brain went straight to starving children 

alongside the road in Africa. You know the image I’m talking about? This felt like the norm and the people who 
needed help. While it is true that these kids need help, what is also true is that evangelism is not only for kids in 
Africa. Evangelism happens all over the world, every single day, by every believer of Jesus because being on 
mission is what we are called to do. Missionaries who go overseas are great and serve an incredible purpose, but 
you can easily be a missionary right in your own town! Every place you go should be your mission field. The 
grocery store, the park, even your own home. Your greatest ministry will always be your family, and when you 
see your home as a mission field, it will always remind you of this purpose. Sharing the gospel with your fami-
ly, showing them what it means to look like Jesus, and teaching them how to live life on mission will be revolu-
tionary for you and your family. The call we have received from Jesus in Matthew 28 is to go and make disci-
ples. This is your mission, and as you teach your children the gospel, they will in turn become missionaries and 
will be able to help make disciples, as well. Isn’t that incredible? So, let me encourage you to fight for the gospel 
to be made known everywhere you go! 

 I share Jesus with others with my words and actions .   
 

“However, I consider my life worth nothing to me; my only aim is to finish the race and c complete the task the Lord 
Jesus has given to me – the task of testifying to the good news of God’s grace.” 

Read 2 Corinthians 5:16-21. 
 

1. What happens to those who 
believe in (are in) Christ? 

2. What does reconciliation 
mean? 

3. What does verse 20 say believ-
ers are? 

What does an ambassador do?  How can you be an ambassador 
for Christ this week in your 
school? Activities? Neighbor-
hood? Write it down and do it! 
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Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
 

The Scrolls Bible Study is a spiritual 
growth resource of Central Bible 

Church, Fort Worth, Texas. 
© 2020 Central Bible Church. 

Material researched, written and 
supervised by Dr. Tom Bulick. 

All Scripture referenced from the 
New International Version unless 
otherwise noted. This resource is 

freely distributed and may be 
copied without permission.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


