
 

“What Took You So Long?” 
Mark 15:33-41 

 

I believe Jesus Christ is 
the Son of God who 

became man, died for 
sinners, and rose from 

the dead. 
 

“The Son is the radiance 
of God’s glory and the 

exact representation of his 
being, sustaining all 

things by his powerful 
word.”  



33 At noon, darkness came over the whole land until 

three in the afternoon. 34 And at three in the afternoon 

Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema 

sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my God, why 

have you forsaken me?”). 

35 When some of those standing near heard this, they 

said, “Listen, he’s calling Elijah.” 

36 Someone ran, filled a sponge with wine vinegar, put 

it on a staff, and offered it to Jesus to drink. “Now leave 

him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to take him down,” he 

said. 

37 With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last. 

38 The curtain of the temple was torn in two from top 

to bottom. 39 And when the centurion, who stood there in 

front of Jesus, saw how he died, he said, “Surely this man 

was the Son of God!” 

40 Some women were watching from a distance. 

Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of 

James the younger and of Joseph, and Salome. 41 In Gali-

lee these women had followed him and cared for his needs. 

Many other women who had come up with him to Jerusa-

lem were also there. 

After reading the text, practice your Observation skills 
by noting the following: 

• Box “at noon” and “until three” indicating time 
in v. 33.   

• Circle “darkness” in v. 33. 

• Highlight Jesus’ cry in v. 34b.  

• Circle “Elijah” in vv. 35, 36. 

• Circle “wine vinegar” in v. 36. 

• Underline v. 37. 

• Circle “curtain” in v. 38. 

• Highlight the centurion’s cry in v. 38. 

• Circle “women” in vv. 40, 41. 

 
What one word would you use to describe the TONE of 

this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.) 

 

 

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage? 

 

 

 

?  

 

 

 

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one 

word. If you were going to describe these verses, you 

might say, “This text is about ________________.” 



1. How long does Jesus hang on the cross before he takes his last breath?   

  

 

2. Darkness descends on “the whole land” of Judea at high noon (v. 33). Explain what the darkness signifies.    

 

 

3. From the cross, Jesus quotes the opening verse of Psalm 22. Put the point of his rhetorical question (v. 34) in 
your own words.     

 

 

4. How would you explain why Jesus is forsaken by God? 

 

 

 

5. Someone gives Jesus “a sponge with wine vinegar” (v. 35). Is this an act of compassion or mockery? Explain. 

 

 

 

6. The “loud cry” that accompanies Jesus last breath is unexpected (cf., Jn 19:30). How so? 

 

 

 

7. At the moment Jesus dies, the curtain of the temple is torn in two from top to bottom (v. 38). What do you 
make of that? 

 

 

8. Seeing how Jesus dies, a Roman centurion declares Jesus “is the Son of God!” (v. 39). Do those words mark 
his Christian conversion? Explain. 

 

 

 

9. Why would Mark mention by name “some women” (v. 40), who are watching from a distance? 

 

 

 
10. Discussion: Talk about how the women who came to Jerusalem from Galilee with Jesus must feel as they 

watch Jesus die.  





. 33 at noon      Cf., “And when the sixth 
hour had come” (ESV). “Jesus hanged on the cross for 
three hours in the daylight (9 A.M. till noon) and then at 

the sixth hour (noon) total darkness engulfed the 

whole land (Palestine and environs) until the ninth 

hour (3 P.M.; cf. comments on v. 25)” (John D. Grass-
mick, “Mark,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: New 
Testament, 189). 

v. 33 darkness    “All three synoptic evan-
gelists recorded the supernatural ‘darkness’ that cov-
ered all of Judah from 12:00 noon to 3:00 p.m. None of 
them explained it” (Thomas L. Constable, “Notes on 
Mark,” 2021 ed., 321, 322, planobiblechapel.org/tcon/
notes/pdf/mark.pdf). “Strange events and omens were 
thought often to attend the death of great figures. The 
darkness may also allude ominously to such biblical 
stories as Exod 10:22, implying that divine judgment is 
being visited upon the earth” (Craig A. Evans, Word 
Biblical Commentary, vol. 34B, Mark 8:27-16:20, 506). 

v. 34 forsaken me    “This was more than the 
cry of a righteous Sufferer affirming His faith that God 
would cause Him to triumph (contrast Ps. 22:1 with Ps. 
22:28). Nor did Jesus merely feel abandoned. Instead, 
Jesus’ cry combined (a) abandonment by God the Father 
in a judicial not relational sense, and (b) a genuine affir-
mation of Jesus’ relationship to God. Bearing the curse 
of sin and God’s judgment on sin (cf. Deut. 21:22-23; 2 
Cor. 5:21; Gal. 3:13) He experienced the unfathomable 
horror of separation from God, who cannot look on sin 
(cf. Hab. 1:13). This answers Jesus’ question, ‘Why?’ 
Dying for sinners (Mark 10:45; Rom. 5:8; 1 Peter 2:24; 
3:18) He experienced separation from God” (Grassmick, 
189, italics added). 

vv. 35, 36 Elijah     “The plea ‘Eli, Eli’ was 
misconstrued, or willfully misinterpreted, as a cry for 
help to Elijah by those standing around the cross. Pre-
sumably they were Jews or Palestinian recruits who 
were familiar with various stands of folk piety. Later 
Jewish sources illumine the popular belief that Elijah 
will come in times of critical need to protects the inno-
cent and rescue the righteous” (William L. Lane, The 
Gospel According to Mark, NICNT, 573). 

v. 36 wine vinegar    I.e., “cheap vinegary 
wine that the soldiers drank” (Robert H. Stein, Mark, 
BECNT, 716). “Sour wine refers to cheap wine that was 
called in Latin posca, a cheap vinegar wine diluted heav-
ily with water. It was the drink of slaves and soldiers, 
and was probably there for the soldiers who had per-
formed the crucifixion” (The NET Bible, 58sn, note on 
Mk 15:36).  

v. 37 loud cry     Cf., Lk 23:46; Jn 19:30. 
“Jesus’ loud cry (Luke 23:46) before He breathed His last 
indicated that He did not die the ordinary death of one 
who was crucified (cf. Mark 15:39). Normally such a 
person suffered extreme exhaustion for a long period 
(often two or three days) and then lapsed into a coma 
before dying. But Jesus was fully conscious to the end; 
His death came voluntarily and suddenly. This accounts 
for Pilate’s surprise (cf. v. 44)” (Grassmick, 190). “The 
declaration of the centurion who ‘sees’ how Jesus died 
(v. 39) suggests that Jesus’ last words indeed expressed 
confidence in God and the triumph of having accom-
plished his mission” (Eckhard J. Schnabel, Mark, TNTC, 
422).  

v. 38 curtain     “The tearing of the outer 
curtain would be a more public event. The tearing of the 
inner curtain, tearing open the Holy of Holies, would be 
theologically more telling; this is the understanding of 
the writer of Hebrews who speaks of the ‘second cur-
tain’ (Heb. 9:3; cf. 6:19; 10:19-20)” (Schnabel, 423). 

v. 39 the Son of God   “Impressed by the man-
ner of Jesus’ death and the signs that attend it, the Ro-
man centurion confesses of Jesus what he should only 
confess of the Roman emperor. Caesar is not the ‘son of 
God’; Jesus, the crucified Messiah, is. The mockery is 
now over. In calling Jesus the ‘son of God,’ the centurion 
has switched his allegiance from Caesar, the official ‘son 
of God,’ to Jesus, the real Son of God . . . However it is 
probably to read too much into the centurion’s declara-
tion to understand it as an ‘orthodox’ Christian confes-
sion” (Evans, 519). “However, Mark regarded the decla-
ration in its distinctive Christian sense; the centurion 
unwittingly said more than he knew” (Grassmick, 190). 

vv. 40-41 women    “Mark mentioned the 
women as eyewitnesses of the Crucifixion in anticipa-
tion of their eyewitness role at Jesus’ burial (15:47) and 
His resurrection (16:1-8). Their devotion surpassed that 
of the 11 disciples who had deserted Him (14:50). Mark 
may have intended these words as an encouragement to 
faithful discipleship among women in the church at 
Rome” (Grassmick, 191).  



           

Suffering his wrath on the cross, Jesus was forsaken by God so that sinful people  
for whom he died might be forgiven and redeemed by God as his own.  

 

 

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 

 

 

 

 



   

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 

Imagine your sweet, precious child is 15 and it’s time for them to learn to drive. Would you give their friends 
the car keys and say, “Go for it! Teach them how to drive”? Absolutely not! As parents we should be the one to 
lay as much foundational groundwork as possible. We want to be their teachers in all circumstances, from driv-
ing to difficult conversations. We should constantly seek opportunities for open dialogue with our kids so that 
when they do have hard questions, they know they can come to us for truth. Do you have a tendency to shield 
and protect your kids from Jesus’ death, gloss over it and rush straight into His resurrection? This might be be-
cause talking about Jesus’ death can be overwhelming and intimidating. I mean, His atoning death on the cross 
is fundamental to our Christian faith. We don’t want to mess this up! But take heart, you are the parent God 
picked for your child and He has gifted you with His Word and Holy Spirit. It may sound weird, but I find the 
circumstances surrounding Jesus’ death absolutely fascinating. Mark’s succinct account leaves no room for 
wasted words. Each detail is filled with symbolism that, when read as the ancient text was originally intended, 
opens our eyes to the miracle of our salvation. Carefully read through the text with your kids this week. Help 
them understand Jesus’ death. Marvel with them at the unbelievable price He paid for each of us. Adore Him in 
praise and prayer with your kids. Show them what a difference His death has made in your life. Blessings! 

 I believe that Jesus Christ is fully God/perfectly man and died for my sins.     

“‘He Himself bore our sins’ in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sins  
and live for righteousness, ‘by His wounds you have been healed.’”  

Read Mark 15:33-41. 
 
1. What did Jesus cry out and 
what do you think He meant? 

2. What is important about the 
curtain being torn at the time of 
His death? 

3. Who were the women with 
Jesus and why were they there? 

What do you think was worse 
for Jesus: the physical pain of 
death or knowing He was with-
out the presence of His Father? 

Step outside at noon. Imagine 
the earth becoming dark for the 
next three hours (and more). 
Draw a picture of this scene. 



Tom Bulick (M.A. in Educational 
Leadership, Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity, Th.M. in Old Testament, 
and Ph.D. in Bible Exposition, Dal-
las Theological Seminary). For 
more than forty years, Tom has 
served as pastor, faculty member, 
and administrator. Tom was Vice 
President for Student Life and 
Associate Professor of Religious 
Studies at Trinity Western Univer-
sity (Vancouver, B.C.) for 12 years 
before accepting the position of 
Spiritual Formation Pastor at Cen-
tral Bible Church in 1998. He and 
his wife Ruth have one son, Zach. 
 
Stephanie Thomas (B.B.A Univer-
sity of Texas at Arlington). Stepha-
nie is married to James and they 
have four children: Elijah, Levi, 
Ella and Simon. Stephanie has 
attended Central Bible Church for 
more than 20 years, has been on 
staff since 2014, and now serves as 
Children’s Minister. 

  

Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
 

The Scrolls Bible Study is a spiritual 
growth resource of Central Bible 

Church, Fort Worth, Texas. 
© 2020 Central Bible Church. 

Material researched, written and 
supervised by Dr. Tom Bulick. 

All Scripture referenced from the 
New International Version unless 
otherwise noted. This resource is 

freely distributed and may be 
copied without permission.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


