
 

“The Great Exchange” 
Mark 15:1-15 

 

      
I believe a person 

comes into a right rela-
tionship with God by 

his grace, through faith 
in Jesus Christ. 

 
 “For it is by grace you 

have been saved, through 
faith—and this is not 

from yourselves, it is the 
gift of God— not by 

works, so that no one can 
boast.”  



1 Very early in the morning, the chief priests, with the 
elders, the teachers of the law and the whole Sanhedrin, made 
their plans. So they bound Jesus, led him away and handed 
him over to Pilate. 

2 “Are you the king of the Jews?” asked Pilate. 

“You have said so,” Jesus replied. 

3 The chief priests accused him of many things. 4 So 
again Pilate asked him, “Aren’t you going to answer? See 
how many things they are accusing you of.” 

5 But Jesus still made no reply, and Pilate was amazed. 

6 Now it was the custom at the festival to release a pris-
oner whom the people requested. 7 A man called Barabbas 
was in prison with the insurrectionists who had committed 
murder in the uprising. 8 The crowd came up and asked Pi-
late to do for them what he usually did. 

9 “Do you want me to release to you the king of the 
Jews?” asked Pilate, 10 knowing it was out of self-interest 
that the chief priests had handed Jesus over to him. 11 But the 
chief priests stirred up the crowd to have Pilate release Barab-
bas instead. 

12 “What shall I do, then, with the one you call the king 
of the Jews?” Pilate asked them. 

13 “Crucify him!” they shouted. 

14 “Why? What crime has he committed?” asked Pilate. 

But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!” 

15 Wanting to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas 

to them. He had Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be 

crucified.  

After reading the text, practice your Observation skills 
by noting the following: 

• Underline “Very early in the morning” in v. 1. 

• Circle “whole Sanhedrin” in v. 1. 

• Circle “made their plans” in v. 1. 

• Underline “handed him over” in v. 1. 

• Circle “Pilate” in v. 1. 

• Bracket “king of the Jews” in v. 2. 

• Bracket “you have said so” in v. 2. 

• Box “but” indicating contrast in vv. 5, 11, 14. 

• Circle “custom” in v. 6. 

• Circle “Barabbas” in v. 7. 

• Bracket “the uprising” in v. 7.   

• Circle “the crowd” in v. 8. 

• Circle “self-interest” in v. 10. 

 

Underline “wanting to satisfy the crowd” in v. 15.  

What one word would you use to describe the TONE of 

this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.) 

 

 

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage? 

 

 

 

?  

 

 

 

 

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one 

word. If you were going to describe these verses, you 

might say, “This text is about ________________.” 



1. It always helps to identify the characters in a story. Identify the major characters in Mark 15:1-15. 

  

 

2. Connect what happened “very early in the morning” to what happened Thursday night (see 14:17-72).  

 

 

 

3. The Sanhedrin “formed a plan” (v. 1, CEB) Friday morning. What was it?    

 

 

 

4. Jesus does not answer Pilate’s question (15:2), with a simple “I am” (cf., 14:62). Explain why you think he gives the 
cryptic answer, “You have said so.”   

 

 

 

5. The text uses a double negative (lit., “He answered no longer nothing”) in verse 5 to emphasize Jesus’ silence. What 
do you make of the fact Jesus refused to defend himself against the charges brought against him?   

 

 

 

6. Why would Pilate consider releasing any alleged criminal? 

 

 

 

7. Put what verse 10 means in your own words.  

 

 

 

8. Explain the irony in Barabbas’s release. 

 

 

 

9. What do you infer from Pilate’s interrogation of the crowd in verses 9, 12, 14? 

 

 

 
10. Discussion: Talk about what Mark intends to show through his portrayal of Jesus’ trial.  





 



           

Although innocent of any crime, Jesus refuses to defend himself before Pilate against the Sanhedrin’s  
trumped up charges, thereby willingly giving his life as a ransom for many.                                           

 
 

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 

 

 

 

 



   

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 

My grandmother always said, “The least said is the easiest mended,” when I would spout off about a person 
or situation that bothered me. A former Bible study leader quoted her father as saying, “There’s only one fair 
and it’s in Dallas in September,” when she and her sister began arguing over the typical family injustice. When 
things seemed to be overwhelming and she needed a healthy dose of perspective, my best friend used to quote 
her grandmother saying, “On the timeline of life, you’re right here.” I never realized how these old adages 
would stick with me, especially as I parent my own kids. In our passage today, Jesus lives out these maxims as 
our perfect example. He holds His tongue as he suffers a terrible injustice knowing full well God had Him exact-
ly where He needed to be at the time He needed to be there. So often as parents we present the passion of Jesus 
as a great injustice that happened to Him. And while, yes, absolutely it was a terrible, grievous, heartbreaking 
injustice, the passion of Jesus was never outside of God’s design or His sovereign control. Jesus willingly sat 
through His trial and the release of Barabbas. He chose to be quiet though He was innocent. He chose to take on 
unimaginable suffering though He is worthy of worship. He chose to trust God’s timing ultimately for His glo-
ry. He did this for each of us. We tell our kids of all the good Jesus did; let’s not forget to tell them the whole 
story of the best thing He did. Praying for you this week!   

 I believe that I become a child of God through faith in Jesus, not because of anything I do.   

 

“This is love: not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.” 

Read Mark 15:1-15. 
 
1. What was Jesus’ response 
when He was accused? 

2. Why did the chief priests 
hand Jesus over? 

3. What did the crowd want Pi-
late to do to Jesus? 

Do you think the crucifixion is 
because the crowd wanted it or 
because God arranged it? 

Pretend one of your family 
members was accused of eating 
all the cookies and have a fake 
trial. As judge, what penalty 
will you give them? Talk about 
Jesus being on trial even though 
He was innocent.  
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Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
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