
 

“The End of the World as We Know it (Part 1)” 
Mark 13:1-27 

 

I believe there is a 
heaven and a hell and 

that Jesus Christ is  
returning to judge the 
earth and to establish 
his eternal kingdom. 

 
“I am going to prepare a 
place for you? And if I go 

and prepare a place for 
you, I will come back and 

take you to be with me 
that you also may be 

where I am.”  



After reading the text, practice your Observation skills 
by noting the following: 

• Underline “stone/s” in vv. 1, 2. 

• Circle “when” and “sign” in v. 4. 

• Bracket “Watch out” in v. 5 and “be on your guard” 
in vv. 9, 23. 

• Bracket “in my name” in v. 6. 

• Circle “the end” in v. 7. 

• Circle “birth pains” in v. 8. 

• Bracket “the one who stands firm to the end will be 
saved” in v. 13. 

• Highlight “the abomination that causes desolation” 
in v. 14. 

• Box “but” indicating contrast in v. 20. 

• Circle “the Son of Man” in v. 26. 

 
What one word would you use to describe the TONE of 

this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.) 

 

 

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage? 

 

 

 

?  

 

 

 

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one 

word. If you were going to describe these verses, you 

might say, “This text is about ________________.” 



1. Departing the temple, Jesus predicted its future destruction (v. 2), leaving the disciples stunned. How so? 

 

 

2. Arriving at the Mount of Olives, four disciples asked Jesus two questions. What did they want to know?   

 

 

 

3. Jesus also predicted another major future event in the same chapter (v. 26). Identify it.        

 

 

4. He warns his disciples, telling them to guard against being deceived (“Watch out,” v. 5a; cf., vv. 5b-8). How so, and 
by whom or what?   

 

 

 

5. Jesus also warns them (“be on your guard,” v. 9a) about coming persecution (vv. 9b-13). Identify its purpose (cf., vv. 
9c-10).  

 

 

 

6. The “abomination that causes desolation” (Da 9:27; 11:31; 12:11) has three historical referents: one in the past, one in 
the near future, and one in the distant future from Jesus’ point in time. Explain (see note; cf., 1Macc 1:54-61).  

 

 

 

7. Explain why people are to do what they are commanded to do after seeing the “abomination of desolation” (vv. 15-
18; cf., v. 19).  

 

 

8. Verses 5-23 close like they open—with a warning (“so be on your guard”). Against what? 

 

 

 

9. Identify the “sign” (cf., “sign of the Son of Man in heaven,” Mt 24:30) that marks the accomplishment of “all these 
things” (v. 4, ESV). 

 

 

10. Discussion: Talk about how much of what Jesus told his disciples then applies to us now.              







           

Rather than look for signs of his coming, Jesus’ disciples are to watch out to remain  
faithful come what may and thereby receive salvation when he returns.  

 

 

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 

 

 

 

 



   

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 

Nothing prepares you for boots-on-the-ground parenting. You can register for all the things and have all the baby 
showers and read all the books and get more conflicting advice than you ever imagined, but you can’t possibly be 
prepared for the unknown. You can’t be prepared for the troublesome delivery, unexpected diagnosis or colicky child. 
As our kids get older, we become slightly more accustomed to navigating new ground and baptism-by-fire and we 
make a slight switch to preemptive parenting. We begin to recognize red flags and triggers that tell us our kids are 
tired, hungry or just need a hug. We start to understand what sets our kids off on a roaring temper tantrum and some-
thing in our brain clicks and tells us, “Feed that child quick before he erupts bigger than Mount Vesuvius.” As par-
ents, we must remain ever vigilant and on guard, constantly whispering grace and love and truth into our kids’ ears, 
all while holding back the attack of lies and deceit from the world. Ephesians 6:17-18 clearly reminds us of our biggest 
weapon: we are to take up the “sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. And pray in the Spirit on all occasions 
with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s peo-
ple.” If you are not praying for your kids, start today. Actually, start right this moment. Your prayers for your child 
are a game changer. Pray for integrity, honesty, self-control; whatever your child is struggling with, pray! Know with 
confidence we join you in prayer for your kids and family! 

 I believe in heaven and in hell and that one day Jesus will come again. 

“I believe in heaven and in hell and that one day Jesus will come again.”    

Read Mark 13:1-27. 
 
1. What does Jesus tell his disci-
ples in verse 5? 

2. What does Jesus tell his disci-
ples in verse 9? 

3. Name a few things will happen 
during end times   

Re-read Mark 13:26-27. Spend 
some time thinking about these 
verses. What do you think the end 
will be like? 

What is one way you can be on 
your guard as you wait for Jesus 
to return? 



Tom Bulick (M.A. in Educational 
Leadership, Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity, Th.M. in Old Testament, 
and Ph.D. in Bible Exposition, Dal-
las Theological Seminary). For 
more than forty years, Tom has 
served as pastor, faculty member, 
and administrator. Tom was Vice 
President for Student Life and 
Associate Professor of Religious 
Studies at Trinity Western Univer-
sity (Vancouver, B.C.) for 12 years 
before accepting the position of 
Spiritual Formation Pastor at Cen-
tral Bible Church in 1998. He and 
his wife Ruth have one son, Zach. 
 
Stephanie Thomas (B.B.A Univer-
sity of Texas at Arlington). Stepha-
nie is married to James and they 
have four children: Elijah, Levi, 
Ella and Simon. Stephanie has 
attended Central Bible Church for 
more than 20 years, has been on 
staff since 2014, and now serves as 
Children’s Minister. 

  

Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
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