
 

“The Wonder of Wise Men” 
Matthew 2:1-12 

 

 

I worship God for who 
he is and what he has 

done for me.  
 

“Come, let us sing for 
joy to the LORD; let us 

shout aloud to the Rock of 
our salvation. Let us come 

before him with thanks-
giving and extol him with 

music and song.”  



1 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during 

the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jeru-

salem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born 

king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have 

come to worship him.” 

3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and 

all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he had called together all 

the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked 

them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 “In Bethle-

hem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet 

has written: 

6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

            are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

        for out of you will come a ruler 

            who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out 

from them the exact time the star had appeared. 8 He sent 

them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for 

the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I 

too may go and worship him.” 

9 After they had heard the king, they went on their 

way, and the star they had seen when it rose went ahead of 

them until it stopped over the place where the child 

was. 10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed.   

11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with his 

mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped 

him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him 

with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 12 And having 

been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they re-

turned to their country by another route. 

 

After reading the text, practice your Observation skills 
by noting the following: 

• Underline “Herod” and “the Magi” mentioned 
throughout. 

• Box the temporal connecting words “after,” 
“during,” “when,” and “then” throughout.   

• Highlight the Old Testament quotation in v. 6.  

• Circle “star” in vv. 2, 7, 9, 10.  

• Box “to” in v. 2 and “so that” in v. 8 indicating 
purpose. 

• Bracket “king of the Jews” in v. 2, “Christ” in v. 
4, “ruler” and “shepherd” in v. 6. 

• Draw a line from “worshiped” in v. 11 to 
“worship” in v. 2.    

 

What one word would you use to describe the TONE of 

this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.) 

 

 

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage? 

 

 

 

 

?  

 

 

 

 

 

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one 

word. If you were going to describe these verses, you 

might say, “This text is about ________________.” 



1. Commentators think events in Matthew 2:1-12 happened sometime after Jesus was born. What makes them 
think so?         

 

 

2. Why do you suppose Matthew included the story of the Magi’s visit in his Gospel?         

 

 

 

3. Were you surprised to read that Herod was “disturbed” to hear about the birth of Jesus? Explain.   

 

 

 

4. Why would “all Jerusalem” be disturbed? 

 

 

 

5. Explain how the quotation from Micah 5:2 serves Matthew’s purpose (cf. v. 1). 

 

 

 

6. Herod had a secret meeting with the Magi. What was he up to?  

 

 

 

7. Why did he want to know the exact time the star appeared (cf. v. 16)? 

 

 

8. How could the star in the story be a real star, since it led the Magi to Jesus’ house?  

 

 

 

9. Explain the significance of the Magi giving costly gifts to Jesus. 

 

 

 

10. Discussion: Talk about how we can follow the example of the Magi.  



The story is familiar to many of us. Three wise men 
came from the east on foot bringing gifts to Jesus, the 
newborn messiah. Their names were Casper, Balthazar, 
and Melchior. One of them is often pictured as an Ethi-
opian because they were thought to represent the three 
sons of Noah. A twelfth-century bishop of Cologne ac-
tually claimed to have discovered their skulls. But is 
any of this true? Do these traditions reflect what the 
Bible actually says in the Gospels? 

The only trustworthy information we have about 
the Magi is found in Matthew 2:1-12, which indicates 
that these familiar traditions are misleading. The pas-
sage does not say that there were three Magi, much less 
tell us their names. It doesn’t tell us exactly where they 
came from—only that they saw his star “from the ris-
ing,” which likely means “in the east” (NIV) or possibly 
“when it rose” (the NET Bible), which leaves us won-
dering whether they were from Arabia, Babylon, or 
Persia. Tradition places the three wise men beside the 
infant Jesus who is lying in a manger, but in fact they 
may not have arrived until sometime after Jesus was 
born. Based on details in the story some suggest that 
Jesus may have been one or two years old when the 
Magi visited him. They reason this way. The star (i.e., 
glory of the LORD) first appeared to the Magi when Je-
sus was born. However, by the time they arrived in 
Jerusalem following their long journey, the first family 
was living in a house in Bethlehem (v. 11). Further-
more, Herod apparently based his decision to kill all 
the boys in Bethlehem two years old and under (v. 16) 
on what he believed to be “the exact time the star ap-
peared” (v. 7) suggesting that he suspected that Christ 
had been born sometime earlier. Obviously, our Christ-
mas traditions have embellished the biblical narrative. 

Magi (the Greek word Magio used for those who 
were experts in the stars) first appear in history in the 
seventh  century B.C. as a tribe within the Median na-
tion in eastern Mesopotamia. They were skilled in as-
tronomy, astrology and in interpreting dreams, and are 
often associated with various occult practices, includ-
ing sorcery. Because of their broad knowledge of sci-
ence, agriculture, mathematics, history, and the occult, 
their religious and political influence grew until they 
became the most prominent and powerful group of 
advisors in the Medo-Persian and Babylonian empires. 
In the book of Daniel, Magi were among the highest-
ranking officials in Babylon, and Daniel is found 
among them because of his outstanding wisdom (Da 
2:24, 48). 

The exile may explain how the Magi came to know 
about Messiah. When Judah was taken into captivity in 
the sixth century B.C., Daniel and the other exiles 

brought the law and their customs with them to Baby-
lon and introduced them to the Babylonians. Seventy 
years later many Jews returned to Jerusalem, but others 
stayed behind. Messianic theology passed from that 
Jewish community to the Babylonians in general and to 
the wise men in Babylon in particular. However, even 
though the exiled Jewish community may have been 
the ultimate source of their messianic knowledge, the 
Magi referred to by Matthew lived centuries after the 
exile. There were probably more like God-fearing Gen-
tiles such as Cornelius and Lydia (see Ac 10:1, 2; 16:14) 
whom we meet in the New Testament than the wise 
men of Daniel’s day. Why did they set out to find the 
Messiah? God may have appeared to them in a dream 
(Mt 2:12) or he may have appeared to them as he ap-
peared to Abram when he was still in the land of the 
Chaldeans. Stephen tells us in his speech to the San-
hedrin in Acts 7:2 that the God of glory appeared to 
Abraham before he left Mesopotamia. The “star” that 
“stopped over the place where the child was” could 
hardly have been an actual star, comet, or conjunction 
of planets. Instead it was likely the glory of the Lord, a 
brightness that guided the wise men even as the pillar 
of fire guided the Israelites in the wilderness (see Ex 
13:21). 

The most significant fact to note about the Magi is 
that they were Gentile wise men who were seeking to 
find the Messiah whose birth fulfilled prophecy. This is 
consistent with Matthew’s desire to show that Jesus 
was the savior of both Jews and Gentiles, and that his 
kingdom would include both Jews and Gentiles. At the 
same time he contrasts the unbelief of the Jews with the 
belief of these Gentiles to encourage his readers to fol-
low the example of the Magi rather than that of Herod 
and the Jewish religious leaders. 

Clearly the upper story of this narrative is about 
Jesus. Matthew quotes the Magi to identify him as “the 
one who has been born king of the Jews” (v. 2), and 
quotes Herod to identify him as the “Messiah” (v. 4). 
Matthew also quotes the prophet Micah to identify 
Jesus as the prophesied “ ruler” and “shepherd” of 
Israel (v. 6).  

The lower story is about the Magi, who serve as a 
foil to Herod, and their response to seeing Jesus, coined 
in the familiar expression, “Wise men still seek him.” 
And when the Magi find Jesus, they worship him and 

give him gifts fit for a king. We, who have “found” 
Jesus, should do the same—worship him and give of 
ourselves to him.                





           

Advent is a time to celebrate the birth of the one born King of the Jews by  
worshiping him and giving ourselves to him.                                          

 
 

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 

 

 

 

 



   

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 

I’ve always wished that God would use a blinking neon sign to point me in the right direction. A bright 
green “This Way” with a giant arrow would be super helpful on my spiritual journey. I’ve always envied the 
Magi for their supernatural star. What was it like following a giant moving star? How far away was “the east”? 
Why didn’t others see this same star and follow it, too? The whole story causes me to wonder, to ponder in my 
heart. Our spiritual journey is one that will span our entire lifetime. We’ll never “arrive” at our destination until 
we’re face-to-face with Jesus. So, without a giant star or neon sign, how do we know the direction God is calling 
us? Clear direction and the resulting spiritual growth have a direct relationship to the One we are following. We 
can’t possibly expect to distinctly hear His still, small voice over the noise of daily life if we don’t settle our 
hearts before Him in prayer and meditation. We can’t grow closer to Him if we don’t open His Word and active-
ly seek Him. Our journey is a one-way relationship without inviting God to participate. Interestingly, the Magi 
returned home a different way after presenting Jesus with gifts. Our journey toward holiness will not allow us 
to take the same route by which we came. Our kids need to witness this journey. We are the beacon of light that 
points them to Jesus. They are firsthand witnesses to God’s calling in our lives. How are you inviting them on 
this journey with you? 

 I celebrate God for who He is and what He has done for me.     

 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  

Read Matthew 2:1-12. 
 
1. What did the Magi see that 
caused them to search for Jesus? 

2. What did the Magi do when 
they saw Jesus? 

3. What gifts did the Magi give 
to Jesus? 

Why would King Herod be dis-
turbed about Jesus’ birth? 

Go stargazing one night this 
week. Read Psalm 19:1 and dis-
cuss how the stars and sky dis-
play God’s glory. 
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Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
 

The Scrolls Bible Study is a spiritual 
growth resource of Central Bible 

Church, Fort Worth, Texas. 
© 2020 Central Bible Church. 

Material researched, written and 
supervised by Dr. Tom Bulick. 

All Scripture referenced from the 
New International Version unless 
otherwise noted. This resource is 

freely distributed and may be 
copied without permission.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


