
The birth narrative in Luke 2:1-7 focuses 
on the humanity of Jesus Christ, the God-
man. After all, it tells of his birth! Luke says 
while Joseph and Mary were in Bethlehem 
registering to be taxed, “the time came for the 
baby to be born, and she gave birth to her 
firstborn, a son” (vv. 6-7a)—a truly historic 
event that fulfilled the angel’s earlier words 
to Mary, “You will be with child and give 
birth to a son, and you are to give him the 
name Jesus” (1:31).  

On the humanity of Jesus, one theologian 
writes: “The topic of the humanity of Jesus 
Christ does not, in some ways, arouse quite 
the attention and controversy that his deity 
does. It seems on first glance to be something 
of a self-evident matter, for whatever Jesus 
was, he most surely must have been hu-
man” (Millard J. Erickson, Christian Theology, 
2:705).  

This means that contrary to Docetism, 
which held that Jesus only appeared to be hu-
man, the man Jesus had a fully functioning 
physical body or material part. His body was 
no hollow shell; like every human body, it 
was made up of trillions of cells, creating dif-
ferent types of tissues, forming the typical 
collection of vital organs and their interrelat-
ed circulatory, respiratory, digestive, im-
mune, and nervous systems. And although 
his conception was unique, the process of 
gestation that followed was identical to that 
experienced by every human fetus. And alt-
hough his birth in Bethlehem occurred under 
somewhat unusual circumstances, his was 
nonetheless a normal delivery. The same the-
ologian above adds: “Jesus also had a typical 
family tree, as is indicated by the genealogies 
in Matthew and Luke. He had ancestors and 
presumably received genes from them, just as 
every other human being receives genes from 
his or her forebears” (707). He developed 
physically like other humans do, nourished 

by food and water. What’s more, he was sub-
ject to the same physical limitations as other 
men, seeing that he had the same physiology. 
At times he was hungry (Mt 4:2), fatigued (Jn 
4:6), and needed to sleep (Mk 4:38); he felt 
pain, suffered, and died (Jn 19:28-30). Hear the 
words of the apostle John, “That which was 
from the beginning, which we have heard, 
which we have seen with our eyes, which we 
have looked at and our hands have touched—
this we proclaim concerning the Word of 
life” (1Jn 1:1). 

It also means that contrary to Apollinari-
anism, which held that Jesus had a human 
body but not a human soul, the man Jesus had 
a rational soul and mind or immaterial part. 
Another theologian writes: “We see several 
indications that Jesus had a human soul (or 
spirit). Just before his crucifixion, Jesus said, 
‘Now is my soul troubled’ (John 12:27). John 
writes just a little later, ‘When Jesus had thus 
spoken, he was troubled in spirit’ (John 13:21). 
In both verses the word troubled represents the 
Greek term tarassō, a word that is often used 
of people when they are anxious or suddenly 
very surprised by danger. Moreover, before 
Jesus’ crucifixion, as he realized the suffering 
he would face, he said, ‘My soul is very sor-
rowful, even to death’ (Matt. 26:38). So great 
was the sorrow he felt that it seemed as 
though, if it were to become any stronger, it 
would take his very life. Jesus had a full range 
of emotions. He ‘marveled’ at the faith of the 
centurion (Matt 8:10). He wept with sorrow at 
the death of Lazarus (John 11:35). And he 
prayed with a heart full of emotion, for ‘in the 
days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and 
supplications, with loud cries and tears, to 
him who was able to save him from death, 
and he was heard for his godly fear’ (Heb. 
5:7)” (Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology, 533
-34).  

 

“The Wonder of Bethlehem” 
Luke 2:1-7 

 

 

I believe Jesus Christ is 
the Son of God who 

became man, died for 
sinners, and rose from 

the dead.   
 

“The Son is the radiance 
of God’s glory and the 

exact representation of his 
being, sustaining all 

things by his powerful 
word.”  



1 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a 

census should be taken of the entire Roman world. 2 (This 

was the first census that took place while Quirinius was 

governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own 

town to register. 

4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in 

Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because 

he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He went 

there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be mar-

ried to him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were 

there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave 

birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths 

and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest 

room available for them. 

 

1 At that time the Roman emperor, Augustus, decreed 

that a census should be taken throughout the Roman Em-

pire. 2 (This was the first census taken when Quirinius 

was governor of Syria.) 3 All returned to their own ances-

tral towns to register for this census. 4 And because Joseph 

was a descendant of King David, he had to go to Bethle-

hem in Judea, David’s ancient home. He traveled there 

from the village of Nazareth in Galilee. 5 He took with him 

Mary, to whom he was engaged, who was now expecting a 

child. 

6 And while they were there, the time came for her 

baby to be born. 7 She gave birth to her firstborn son. She 

wrapped him snugly in strips of cloth and laid him in a 

manger, because there was no lodging available for them. 

(NLT) 

After reading the text, practice your Observation skills 
by noting the following: 

• Underline “Caesar Augustus” in v. 1. 

• Underline “Quirinius” in v. 2.  

• Box “so” indicating result in v. 4. 

• Bracket “of David” in v. 4. 

• Circle “house” in v. 4. 

• In the margin of v. 4 write: “See 2Sa 7:11, 16.” 

• Box “because” indicating reason in vv. 4, 7.  

• Circle “pledged” in v. 5. 

• Underline “baby,” “born,” “birth,” “firstborn,” 
and “son” in vv. 6-7.  

 

What one word would you use to describe the TONE of 

this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.) 

 

 

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage? 

 

 

 

 

?  

 

 

 

 

 

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one 

word. If you were going to describe these verses, you 

might say, “This text is about ________________.” 



1. Explain the relationship of Luke 2:1-7 to 1:30-35.       

 

 

2. Nowadays the nativity narrative has a sentimental, rather romantic, not the least bit scandalous air about it. 
What do you think?   

 

 

 

3. What does the fact that Mary and Joseph traveled together to Bethlehem suggest to you?  

 

 

 

4. You’re Mary; how does traveling nearly 90 miles just before your first child is born strike you? Why would 
you do such a thing? 

 

 

 

5. Describe the setting, the when and where, of the story. 

 

 

 

6. How come the repeated reference to “the town of David;” wouldn’t a simple “Bethlehem” do? 

 

 

7. What do you make of the fact that the nativity narrative is all setting and no plot? 

 

 

 

8. What evidence of divine providence do you see in the story?       

 

 

9. Luke zeros in on the humanity of Jesus. How so? 

 

 

10. Discussion: Talk about Luke’s purpose. What was he trying to accomplish by telling the story Jesus’ birth the 
way he did? 







           

In accordance with the scriptures, Jesus, the fully human and yet divine son  
of Mary, was born in Bethlehem in the usual way.                                         

 
 

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 

 

 

 

 



   

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 

I love a good road trip and some of my fondest family memories involve exploring Texas with kids in tow! 
When our children were elementary age, my husband traveled on business, so one summer we packed up and 
went with him every week. We listened to books all the way to our destination, and even though there was con-
siderable grumbling and complaining as we left, every time we hit a pit stop, we had to wait for the chapter to 
end. Every child had a special snack and I survived drowsiness one salt-and-vinegar chip at a time. We might 
have only been in Austin for two days, but between the air mattresses, special pillows, stuffed animal collection, 
and bags filled with groceries, it looked like we were moving in for a year. I wonder if Joseph and Mary consid-
ered this trip to Bethlehem with anticipation or dread. It’s not like they could load up the Suburban and watch 
movies the whole way. What was it like being great with child and walking or riding a donkey for the 90-mile 
trip? Do you think Mary and Joseph had the traditional “road trip fight?” How disappointed were they when 
they arrived only to find no place to stay? I bet all the hardship and stress was immediately forgotten the mo-
ment they set eyes upon their newborn Son. Jesus makes our momentary troubles worth it. He makes the strug-
gles bearable and the tears and trials pure joy. What are you wrestling with this season? Take your struggles, 
your weariness and your burdens to Him, He is gentle and promises you rest (Matthew 11:28-29). 

 I believe Jesus Christ is fully God/fully man and died for my sins.    

 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  

Read Luke 2:1-7. 
 
1. Why did Mary and Joseph 
travel to Bethlehem? 

2. Where did Mary and Joseph 
stay in Bethlehem? 

3. Why was Jesus born in a man-
ger? 

Read Micah 5:1-2. Why do you 
think Bethlehem is important? 

Go on a family walk. How far 
did you go? Find Nazareth and 
Bethlehem on a map and see 
how far apart they are. How 
many days would it have taken 
you to walk there based on 
your family walk?  
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Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
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