
 

“It’s Who You Know” 
Mark 8:27-30 

 

 

I believe Jesus Christ is 
the Son of God who 

became man, died for 
sinners, and rose from 

the dead.  
 

“The Son is the radiance 
of God’s glory and the 

exact representation of his 
being, sustaining all 

things by his powerful 
word.”  

http://www.barna.com/research/what-do-americans-believe-about-jesus-5-popular-beliefs/
http://www.barna.com/research/what-do-americans-believe-about-jesus-5-popular-beliefs/


27 Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages 

around Caesarea Philippi. On the way he asked 

them, “Who do people say I am?” 

28 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say 

Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” 

29 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say 

I am?” 

Peter answered, “You are the Messiah.” 

30 Jesus warned them not to tell anyone about him. 

 

Matthew 16:13-16 

13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, 

he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man 

is?” 

14 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say 

Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 

15 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say 

I am?” 

16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the 

Son of the living God.” 

 

Luke 9:18-20 

18 Once when Jesus was praying in private and his 

disciples were with him, he asked them, “Who do the 

crowds say I am?” 

19 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say 

Elijah; and still others, that one of the prophets of long ago 

has come back to life.” 

20 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say 

I am?” 

Peter answered, “God’s Messiah.” 

After reading the text, practice your Observation skills 
by noting the following: 

• Circle “Caesarea Philippi” in v. 27. 

• Underline “John the Baptist” in v. 28. 

• Underline “Elijah” in v. 28. 

• Underline “one of the prophets” in v. 28. 

• Box “but” indicating contrast in v. 29. 

• Circle “you” in v. 29. 

• Underline “Messiah” in v. 29. 

• Circle “warned” in v. 30.  

 

What one word would you use to describe the TONE of 

this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.) 

 

 

 

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage? 

 

 

 

 

?  

 

 

 

 

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one 

word. If you were going to describe these verses, you 

might say, “This text is about ________________.” 



1. Mark places Peter’s confession at the very center of his Gospel. What does that indicate to you?     

 

 

2. “Who do people say I am?” is a timely question at this point in Jesus’ ministry. How so?  

 

 

 

3. Some speculate that Jesus is “John the Baptist.” Explain the origin of that misguided notion (see Mk 6:14-16). 

 

 

 

4. Others speculate that Jesus is “Elijah.” What makes that more conceivable (see Mal 4:5-6)? 

 

 

 

5.  

 

 

 

6. “Who do people say I am?” is a timely question for disciples today. How would you answer it? 

 

 

 

7. Explain the contrast in verse 29 (see note on v. 29). 

 

 

8. “Who do you say I am?” is also a timely question for disciples today. How would you answer it? 

 

 

9. Mark limits Peter’s answer to “You are the Messiah” (cf., Mt 16:16). Read Mark 15:39 to explain his literary 
reason for doing so.     

 

 

 

10. Discussion: Disciples today might answer Jesus’ question, “You are the Savior.” Talk whether that’s a better 
answer than Peter’s.  



of 

messengers God has dispatched to the people . . . 
Peter 



v. 27 Caesarea Philippi  “Caesarea Philip-
pi was situated on the southern slopes of Mount Her-
mon some twenty-five miles north of the Sea of Gali-
lee. Earlier it was called Panion or Paneas. It was en-
larged and renamed Caesarea by Philip, the son of 
Herod the Great (Josephus, Ant. 18.2.1 §28; J.W. 2.9.1 
§168). It is distinguished from the larger and more 
famous Caesarea Maritima built by Herod the Great 
on the Mediterranean coast” (Robert H. Stein, Mark, 
BECNT, 398). “Following Alexander’s conquest, the 
city was refounded and called Paneas in honor of the 
god Pan. (Arabs call the city Banias.) Augustus later 
gave the city of Herod the Great, who built the fa-
mous White Temple. Still later the city was expanded 
by Herod Philip and was named Caesarea in honor 
the Roman emperor. (Agrippa II would expand the 
city further and name it Neronia in honor of Nero. 
Many cities in the Roman period were name after 
Roman emperors)” (Craig A. Evans, Word Biblical 
Commentary, vol. 34B, Mark 8:27-16:20, 13).  

v. 28 John the Baptist  “According to 
Mark 6:14 people were saying of Jesus ‘John the bap-
tizer has been raised from the dead’. . . Herod Anti-
pas speculates that ‘John, whom I beheaded, has 
been raised’ (6:16). Public speculation that Jesus 
might in some sense be ‘John the Baptist,’ whether in 
spirit or in some sense redivivus (as in Mark 6:16), 
pays a significant compliment to Jesus . . . Jesus’ min-
istry draws so much attention and is accompanied by 
such astonishing deeds of power that people wonder 
if God has raised up John to continue the work of 
preparation for the kingdom” (Evans, 14). “How Je-
sus could have been considered John the Baptist is 
puzzling since their careers overlapped (1:9-11; Luke 
7:18-35; John 3:22-30; 4:1-2’ see Mark 6:14-16)” (Stein, 
398). 

v. 28 Elijah  “Elijah is named 
as a possibility because of the common view that he 
would return at the end time (Mal. 4:5-6; Sir. 48:1-10). 
One way of understanding Elijah’s return was that 
he would personally be raised from the dead and 
return to Israel. For Jesus and the NT writers, howev-
er, the prophecy was understood figuratively. Some-
one like Elijah (i.e. John the Baptist) would return 
and carry out Elijah’s prophetic ministry. This is how 
Mark 9:11-13; Matt. 11:12-14; 17:10-13 (esp. v. 13) un-
derstand the prophecy” (Stein, 398-99).  

v. 28 one of the prophets  “‘One of the  

 

prophets’ probably has Deut. 18:15-19 in mind. The 
parallel in Matt. 16:14 lists Jeremiah as a suggestion 
(cf. 2 Esd. 2:18). The parallel in Luke 9:19 agrees with 
the Markan listing. That Jesus was understood to be a 
prophet is clear from Mark 6:4; 14:65; Luke 7:16, 39; 
13:33-34; 24:19” (Stein, 399). 

v. 29 you  “Jesus stressed 
‘you’ when He asked this question. He wanted to 
know whom the disciples, in contrast to the multi-
tudes, believed He was" (Thomas L. Constable, 
“Notes on Mark,” 2020 ed., 178, planobiblechap-
el.org/tcon/notes/pdf/mark.pdf). “In the question 
that Jesus asks his disciples, the ‘but’ (de) is contras-
tive and the ‘you’ (hymeis) is emphatic. In contrast to 
what people in general think, Jesus asks the opinion 
of his disciples, expecting a better answer” (Stein, 
399). 

v. 29 Messiah  Cf., “You are the 
Christ” (ESV). “‘Christ’ is the English transliteration 
of the Greek christos that translates the Hebrew masiah 
meaning ‘anointed one.’ Originally this Hebrew term 
had a broad meaning and included anyone anointed 
by God, including priests, kings, and prophets. Later 
in the Old Testament it came to have the technical 
meaning of the divine Davidic king who would ap-
pear to deliver Israel and establish a worldwide king-
dom (Ps. 110:1; Dan. 9:25-26). In Mark, Jesus rarely 
used this term Himself (cf. 9:41; 12:35; 13:21), and He 
never used it of Himself. Probably He avoided it be-
cause of its political connotations and the popular 
misunderstanding of it, but Jesus accepted the title 
when others applied it to Him (cf. 14:6-62; John 4:25-
26)” (Constable, 178-79).  

v. 30 warned  “The predomi-
nant understanding concerning the coming of the 
messiah involved political and revolutionary hope of 
liberation from Roman rule (cf. Ps. Sol. 17-18; CD 
19.10-11). Jesus needed to be careful not to stir up 
such false hopes (cf. John 6:15)” (Stein, 400). “At times 
Jesus has been so pressed by crowds that he has been 
forced to take unusual measures (such as teaching 
from a boat [4:11]) or simply to retire from public 
view (1:35; 6:31-32). If Jesus has gained such notoriety 
because of widespread belief that he is a prophet, 
what would happen if his messianic identity became 
common knowledge (as rightly asked by Gundry, 
427)?” (Evans, 15).  



           

Regardless of what others might think, believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the one sent by  

God to provide salvation for all and to rule over his everlasting kingdom.        
 

 

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 

 

 

 

 



   

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 

When I was young, I had a completely skewed view of who Jesus was. I thought he was a really great man who 
loved me unconditionally, if I worked hard enough to be good enough. Well, my friend, I could not have been more 
incorrect. I was misunderstanding the lessons I was learning and choosing to understand the Jesus that made sense to 
me. My little mind did not have the capacity to truly comprehend the grandeur of the Lord, and it definitely does not 
even still! However, over the years I have grown in my understanding of our almighty, kind, gracious and loving Sav-
ior. I think this is a lifelong process, and the Lord so kindly meets us in this to walk us through. We will never be able 
to fully understand who Jesus is because our minds simply do not have the capacity. The fun part of this is that it 
means we will never stop learning who our Savior is! There will never be a point where we will become bored or stag-
nant in our understanding, because there will always be something new to learn. On the good days and the bad, Jesus 
will be there and there will always be a lesson to learn from him. We must simply be open to listening when he 
speaks. So, ask yourself, who is Jesus to you? Have you taken time to think about this? It is a question that matters 
tremendously and is certainly not one you can leave to answer later. Who do you say that he is? 

* This week's edition of Kids Scrolls is written by Madison Houston, Children's Ministry Intern 

 I believe Jesus Christ is fully God/man and died for my sins.   

 

“Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.’”    

Read Mark 8:7-30. 
 
1. What question does Jesus ask 
his disciples in verse 27? 

2.  What is their response in 
verse 28? 

3.  Who do you say that Jesus is? 

One day you will have to give 
an answer for who Jesus is to 
you. Could you do that today? 
Why or why not? If the answer 
is no, what is holding you back? 

Make a list of 10 attributes of 
Jesus that stick out to you. Bring 
your list to the KidPix store to 
receive 2 tokens! 



Tom Bulick (M.A. in Educational 
Leadership, Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity, Th.M. in Old Testament, 
and Ph.D. in Bible Exposition, Dal-
las Theological Seminary). For 
more than forty years, Tom has 
served as pastor, faculty member, 
and administrator. Tom was Vice 
President for Student Life and 
Associate Professor of Religious 
Studies at Trinity Western Univer-
sity (Vancouver, B.C.) for 12 years 
before accepting the position of 
Spiritual Formation Pastor at Cen-
tral Bible Church in 1998. He and 
his wife Ruth have one son, Zach. 
 
Stephanie Thomas (B.B.A Univer-
sity of Texas at Arlington). Stepha-
nie is married to James and they 
have four children: Elijah, Levi, 
Ella and Simon. Stephanie has 
attended Central Bible Church for 
more than 20 years, has been on 
staff since 2014, and now serves as 
Children’s Minister. 

  

Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
 

The Scrolls Bible Study is a spiritual 
growth resource of Central Bible 

Church, Fort Worth, Texas. 
© 2020 Central Bible Church. 

Material researched, written and 
supervised by Dr. Tom Bulick. 

All Scripture referenced from the 
New International Version unless 
otherwise noted. This resource is 

freely distributed and may be 
copied without permission.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


