
The hope of God’s people revealed in the 
New Testament is not heaven but the return 
of Christ and with it, the redemption of the 
body and the coming of the kingdom of God. 
Of course, believers do go to heaven when 
they die—not to spend eternity but to await 
the resurrection of their physical bodies upon 
Jesus’ return (2Co 5:8; 1Co 15:20-23; 1Th 4:16-
18) and afterward to reign with him (Rev 1:6; 
5:10; 20:4-6; cf., 2Ti 2:12). The hope of God’s 
people revealed in the Old Testament is the 
coming of the kingdom of God, an earthly 
rather than a heavenly hope. A covenant be-
tween the LORD (i.e., Yahweh) and David, in 
the words of one author, “guaranteed the 
eternal, physical manifestation of Yahweh’s 
dominion through David’s seed over the land 
and the people of Israel (2 Sam. 7:7-17) . . . In 
and around the time of Israel’s subjection by 
foreign powers the messages delivered by 
Yahweh’s prophets called for comfort in the 
hope of Yahweh’s future restoration of his 
Kingdom in Israel. Israel was to look forward 
to Yahweh’s anointed one, who would again 
lead them in triumph, restore the fallen booth 
[i.e., dynasty] of David (Amos 9:11), and ‘set 
up a kingdom which will never be de-
stroyed’ (Dan. 2:44). Throughout the prophet-
ic literature of the Old Testament the contents 
of this ‘hope’ remained remarkably con-
sistent” (Mark Saucy, The Kingdom of God in 
the Teaching of Jesus, 312-13). 

This earthly hope is the subject of the earli-
est announcements of the kingdom. Gabriel 
announces to Mary that she will bear a son, 
Jesus, whom “the Lord will give the throne of 
his father David” and who “will reign over 
Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will 
never end” (Lk 1:32-33), making him heir to 
the covenant made with David. Additionally, 
“the Old Testament character of the hope is 
also visible in the Magnificat (Luke 1:46-55) 
and Zechariah’s prophecy (Luke 1:67-79). 

Mary expresses the Jewish hope in her recog-
nition of blessings for the humble (vv. 48, 52) 
and judgment for the enemies of Israel (vv. 51-
54). In Zechariah’s words the hope is for a 
spiritual and political deliverance (vv. 71-
75)” (Saucy, 318). The “kingdom of heaven” in 
the Gospels refers not the sovereign rule of 
the Creator over his creation, but to the sover-
eign rule of Messiah over Israel and the na-
tions. It is this kingdom that John the Baptist 
announces with these words: “Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven has come near” (Mt 3:2), 
and the kingdom that Jesus announces with 
these: “The time has come . . . The kingdom of 
God has come near. Repent and believe the 
good news” (Mk 1:15). 

The parables recorded in Mark 4 reveal 
“the secret” (NIV) or “the mystery” (NKJV) of 
the kingdom of God (4:11)—where “the term 
‘secret/mystery’ . . . refers here as in the rest 
of the NT, to something that was hidden in 
the past but has now openly been made 
known” (Robert H. Stein, Mark, BECNT, 208). 
Triggered by Israel’s anticipated rejection of 
him, Jesus discloses that a previously unre-
vealed initial manifestation of the kingdom 
will precede the previously revealed full man-
ifestation of the kingdom. According to the 
parable of the growing seed (Mk 4:26-29), the 
kingdom develops “all by itself,” that is, apart 
from human effort and knowledge, and ac-
cording to the parable of the mustard seed 
(vv. 30-32), the kingdom grows from insignifi-
cant beginnings into vast proportions. Togeth-
er the parables teach that the kingdom devel-
ops on its own and grows inexorably to its 
destined greatness. “With that conviction 
come hope, confidence, and encouragement, 
but with it as well is implied a challenge to 
make sure that one is identified with this 
kingdom rather than seen as in opposition to 
it” (Klyne R. Snodgrass, Stories with Intent, 
226). 

 

“Seeds of the Kingdom ” 
Mark 4:26-34 

 

 

I have a growing      
anticipation of God’s 

promises and my    
secure eternity with 

him. 

“Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ! According to his 

great mercy, he has 
caused us to be born again 
to a living hope through 
the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ from the dead.”  



26 He also said, “This is what the kingdom of God is 

like. A man scatters seed on the ground. 27 Night and day, 

whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, 

though he does not know how. 28 All by itself the soil pro-

duces grain—first the stalk, then the head, then the full 

kernel in the head. 29 As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts 

the sickle to it, because the harvest has come.” 

30 Again he said, “What shall we say the kingdom of 

God is like, or what parable shall we use to describe 

it? 31 It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest of all 

seeds on earth. 32 Yet when planted, it grows and becomes 

the largest of all garden plants, with such big branches 

that the birds can perch in its shade.” 

33 With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to 

them, as much as they could understand. 34 He did not 

say anything to them without using a parable. But when 

he was alone with his own disciples, he explained every-

thing.   

 

  

   

 

After reading the text, practice your Observation 
skills by noting the following: 

• Highlight “kingdom of God“ in vv. 26, 30.  

• Box “like” indicating comparison in vv. 26, 30. 

• Underline “all by itself” in v. 28. 

• Circle “harvest” in v. 29. 

• Circle “mustard seed” in v. 31. 

• Circle “smallest” and “largest” in v. 31 and v. 32, 
respectively. 

• Box “yet” indicating contrast in v. 32. 

• Circle “birds” in v. 32. 

• Box “but” indicating contrast in v. 34. 

What one word would you use to describe the TONE 

of this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.) 

 

 

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage? 

 

 

 

?  

 

 

 

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one 

word. If you were going to describe these verses, you 

might say, “This text is about ________________.” 



1. The wrongheaded, ill-fated decision of religious leaders from Jerusalem (Mk 3:22) triggered Jesus’ telling of the 
parables in Mark 4. Describe it. 

 

 

 

2. These parables reveal the “secret of the kingdom of God” (4:11). Define “secret” (see note v. 26 kingdom of 
God).   

 

 

3. Is the identity of “the man” who sows the seed and reaps the harvest key to the meaning of the parable?     
Explain. 

 

 

 

4. Put what verse 27 reveals about the growing seed in your own words. 

 

 

 

5. Explain the significance of the key word automatē, rendered “all by itself,” to the meaning of the parable.   

 

 

 

6. The mustard seed isn’t actually “the smallest of all seeds on earth,” is it?  Explain. 

 

 

7. Explain the contrast indicated by “yet” in verse 32.  

 

 

 

8. What purpose does the description of “branches” and “birds” serve?  

 

 

9. To whom did Jesus speak in parables and why? 

 

 

 

10. Discussion: Talk about the value of knowing what these two parables teach about the kingdom of heaven.  







           

Take heart, for the present manifestation of the kingdom will continue to grow and expand, out-
ward appearances aside, until its future manifestation, which will be vast and glorious.       

 
 

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 

 

 

 

 



   

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 

I remember bringing our first child home. I was absolutely, completely in love with this tiny human depend-
ent on me for every little thing. I also remember being completely overwhelmed with the responsibility of it all. 
My husband and I (and probably every parent alive) used to joke about needing a manual to get through the 
day, hour, and sometimes minute. The enormity of parenting is still evident to me today with three teenagers 
and a tween. The push-pull tension (pushing them to be their own person, encouraging them to tackle hard 
things and take responsibility for their action while at the same time wanting to kiss boo-boos, rescue them from 
every trial, and cuddle them when they are taller than you), plays a game with my heart as I try to quietly fade 
into the background while simultaneously answering all the cries for help. My greatest desire is for them to be 
what God created them to be! Here’s the thing: no matter how much you love your child (and I know it’s on a 
Grand Canyon scale), God, our Creator, the One who picked you to be that child’s parent, loves him/her astro-
nomically more than you do. We can “parent” all day long, but that means nothing if we aren’t giving our kids 
over to God. I have a feeling if I did have that parenting manual from God it wouldn’t read like an Ikea instruc-
tion book. Maybe it would be simple: “pray for your child, release them to Me, repeat.” Our tiny baby is now an 
adult, and parenting can still be overwhelming. Pray, release, repeat    

I celebrate God for who He is and what He has done for me.  

 

So is my word that goes out from my mouth; it will not return to me empty, but will  

accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. 

Read Mark 4:6-34. 
 
1. To what does Jesus compare 

the Kingdom of God? 

2. What happens when the grain 

is ripe? Why? 

3. How big does the mustard 

seed grow?  

Why is it important that the 
grain is cut when it’s ripe? 

 

Plant a seed this week. Watch 

and record the growth over the 

next few weeks. 
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Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
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