
 

“God’s Plan for Change” 
Mark 1:14-20 

 

I multiply godly beliefs, 
virtues, and practices in 

others to encourage 
their spiritual growth 

in Christ. 
 

“And the things you have 
heard me say in the pres-

ence of many witness-
es entrust to reliable peo-
ple who will also be quali-

fied to teach others.”  

https://pantegobiblechurch-my.sharepoint.com/personal/tom_wearecentral_org/Documents/200308V22N101Ti2.8-15.docx?web=1


14 After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Gali-

lee, proclaiming the good news of God. 15 “The time has 

come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Re-

pent and believe the good news! 

16 As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw 

Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the lake, 

for they were fishermen. 17 “Come, follow me,” Jesus 

said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” 18 At 

once they left their nets and followed him. 

19 When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son 

of Zebedee and his brother John in a boat, preparing their 

nets. 20 Without delay he called them, and they left their 

father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and followed 

him. 

 

14 Now after John was put in prison, Jesus came to 

Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of 

God, 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the king-

dom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.” 

16 And as He walked by the Sea of Galilee, He saw 

Simon and Andrew his brother casting a net into the sea; 

for they were fishermen. 17 Then Jesus said to 

them, “Follow Me, and I will make you become fishers of 

men.” 18 They immediately left their nets and followed 

Him. 

19 When He had gone a little farther from there, He 

saw James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, who 

also were in the boat mending their nets. 20 And immedi-

ately He called them, and they left their father Zebedee in 

the boat with the hired servants, and went after Him. 

(NKJV) 

 

After reading the text, practice your Observation 
skills by noting the following: 

• Bracket “put in prison” in v. 14. 

• Circle “of God” in v. 14.  

• Circle “kingdom” in v. 15. 

• Double underline “repent and believe” in v. 15. 

• Underline “Simon,” “Andrew,” “James,” and 
“John” in vv. 16, 19. 

• Circle “near” in v. 15. 

• Circle “casting” in v. 16. 

• Highlight “follow” and “followed” in vv. 17, 18, 
19. 

• Bracket “fish for people” in v. 17. 

• Circle “boat” in v. 19. 

 

What one word would you use to describe the TONE 

of this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.) 

 

 

 

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage? 

 

 

 

?  

 

 

 

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one 

word. If you were going to describe these verses, you 

might say, “This text is about ________________.” 



1. Describe the circumstances surrounding John’s imprisonment. (See Mk 6:14-29.) 

 

 

2. As a harbinger, what does the imprisonment of John suggest regarding Jesus’ future?  

 

 

 

3. Identify the “good news of God” that Jesus proclaimed in Galilee. 

 

 

 

4. Explain what the words “the time has come” suggest with regard to the good news. 

 

 

 

5. Jesus called on his hearers to “repent and believe.” Repent of what and believe what? 

 

 

 

6. Explain what “come, follow me” means. 

 

 

 

7. Fishing for fish is not good for the fish. Explain how “fishing for people” is good for the people.  

 

 

 

8. The scene repeats itself when Jesus comes across James and John. Compare what they were doing to what 
Simon and Andrew were doing. 

 

 

9. What is important in both cases is how the men responded to Jesus’ call. How so? 

 

 

 

10. Discussion: Jesus called his disciples to “fish for people.” Is that all disciples are called to do? Talk about it.  



While there is no agreed upon outline of Mark’s 
Gospel, it is generally agreed that 1:14 introduces a 
major section of the book that runs through 8:21. One 
commentator writes: “After the prologue (1:1-13) the 
first three sections of Mark (1:14-3:6; 3:7-6:6a; 6:6b-
8:21) all begin with the same pattern. This involves 
an introductory summary (1:14-15; 3:7-12; and 6:6b) 
followed by a pericope concerning the disciples (1:16-
20; 3:13-19; 6:7-13). Each section ends with a negative 
concluding summary (3:6; 6:6a) or a question”  
(Robert H. Stein, Mark, BECNT, 67). Verses 14-20 con-
tain a summary of the good news Jesus proclaimed: 
“‘The time has come,’ he said. ‘The kingdom of God 
has come near. Repent and believe the good news’”  
(vv. 14-15). They also contain a description of the call 
and response of his first disciples (vv. 16-20).  

Regarding the first (vv. 14-15), messages have a 
subject and a complement; Jesus’ message does too. 
The subject of Jesus’ message is “the kingdom of 
God;” that is what Jesus was preaching about. The 
complement of his message is “has come near;” that is 
what he says about what he was preaching about. 
“The time has come” suggests that the kingdom has 
arrived in fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy. 
The two-fold response inherent in Jesus’ message is: 
“Repent and believe the good news.”  

Mark makes a point of telling his readers that Je-
sus began preaching this message after John was im-
prisoned by Herod Antipas, who later beheaded him 
(see 6:17-29). One commentator explains why: “The 
words was put in prison translate to paradonthēnai, 
from paradidomi, ‘deliver up or hand over.’ The verb 
is used of Jesus’ betrayal by Judas (3:19), suggesting 
that Mark set up a parallel between John’s and Jesus’ 
experiences (cf. 1:4, 14a). The passive voice without a 
stated agent implies that God’s purpose was being 
fulfilled in John’s arrest (cf. parallel to Jesus, 9:31; 
14:18) and that the time for Jesus’ ministry in Galilee 
had now come (cf. comments on 9:11-13)” (John D. 
Grassmick, “Mark,” in The Bible Knowledge Commen-
tary: New Testament, 107). The fate of John was an 
ugly harbinger of Jesus’ own destiny.  

The term “kingdom,” at the heart of Jesus’ preach-
ing, implies the authority of a ruler, the activity of rul-
ing, and the realm of rule—all of which must be un-
derstood in their biblical and historical contexts. It is 
a concept that was familiar to the Jews of Jesus’ day. 
The same commentator writes: “In light of Old Testa-
ment prophecy (cf. 2 Sam. 7:8-17; Isa. 11:1-9; 24:23; 
Jer. 23:4-6; Micah 4:6-7; Zech. 9:9-10; 14:9) they were 

expecting a future messianic (Davidic) kingdom to 
be established on earth (cf. Matt. 20:21; Mark 10:37; 
11:10; 12:35-37; 15:43; Luke 1:31-33; 2:25, 38; Acts 1:6). 
So Jesus’ hearers naturally understood His reference 
to the kingdom of God to be the long-awaited messi-
anic kingdom”(Grassmick, 107). It is a kingdom set 
up by “the God of heaven,” which will supplant the 
kingdoms of the earth and never be destroyed—the 
same kingdom revealed to Nebuchadnezzar in a 
dream (Da 2:39-45) and to Daniel in a dream (Da 7:13
-14), the same kingdom over which Mary’s son will 
rule. About him, the angel said: “He will be great 
and will be called the Son of the Most High. The 
Lord God will give him the throne of his father Da-
vid, and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants for-
ever; his kingdom will never end” (Lk 1:32-33).  

Jesus invited his hearers to “repent and believe” 
his message. This twofold response involves two 
steps taken almost simultaneously marking the 
move from unbelief to belief. Put differently, Jesus 
asked his hearers to change their minds and believe 
that the kingdom of God was at hand because he, the 
Messiah, was at hand.  

Regarding the second (vv. 16-20), Mark omits 
Jesus’ first encounter with Simon and Andrew dur-
ing an earlier ministry in Judea (cf., Jn 1:40-42), 
choosing rather to begin his account with Jesus’ min-
istry in Galilee. Jesus appears abruptly in the narra-
tive—his first words to Simon and Andrew being 
“Come follow me” (v. 17). “‘Follow me’ meant 
‘Come behind me as a disciple.’ It was an invitation, 
but in view of who Jesus was, it had the force of a 
command” (Thomas L. Constable, “Notes on Mark,” 
2020ed., 41, planobiblechapel.org/tcon/notes/pdf/
mark.pdf). Shortly thereafter, he comes across James 
and John and likewise abruptly calls them. What is 
important to Mark is that the four men responded  in 
short order to Jesus’ call, even though it would 
change their lives forever. As one writer observes: 
“The call of Jesus was not to find fulfillment in what 
they were already doing but to a radically new pur-
pose in life. From henceforth they would serve not 
their own interests and desires but those of Jesus 
who called them” (Stein, 78).  

In Jesus’ day, young men who wanted to learn 
from a rabbi normally sought one out, but today Je-
sus calls people to believe the good news and follow 
him.



v. 1 put in prison   Lit., “handed over.” 
“One recognizes that John is more than a town crier 
who precedes Jesus. He is Jesus’ forerunner in his 
ministry to Israel, in his fateful conflict with earthly 
authorities, and in his brutal death (6:7-13; 
9:13)” (David E. Garland, The NIV Application Com-
mentary: Mark, 58). 

v. 14 of God     Cf., “the gospel of the 
kingdom of God” (NKJV). The expression can mean: 
“God’s good news” (CEB, NLT); “Good News from 
God” (GNT, NCV); or “Good News from [about] 
God” (EXB). The expression is best translated “from 
God,” meaning “the gospel whose source is God 
(Guelich 1989: 43; J. Edwards 2002: 45)” (Robert H. 
Stein, Mark, BECNT, 71). “Possibly the words ‘of the 
kingdom’ (KJV) should be included before ‘of God’ 
because of their presence in many Greek manu-
scripts” (Grassmick, 107). Whether the words “of the 
kingdom” are original or not, the good news in ques-
tion is clearly specified in verse 15, “’The time has 
come,’ he said. ‘The kingdom of God has come near. 
Repent and believe the good news.’” 

v. 15 kingdom of God    “‘Kingdom’ (basileia) 
means ‘kingship’ or  ‘royal rule.’ Involved in the 
term is the sovereign authority of a ruler, the activity 
of ruling, and the realm of rule including its benefits 
(Theological Dictionary of the New Testament [hereafter 
TDNT]. Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing 
Co., s.v. ‘basileia,’ 1:579-80)” (Grassmick, 107). Some 
believe “the Davidic kingdom on earth will be de-
layed” due to its rejection (Elliott E. Johnson, A Dis-
pensational Biblical Theology, 306); others believe it 
arrived in the ministry of Jesus, yet awaits its final 
consummation. “Thus the kingdom of God is both 
‘already but not yet’” (Robert H. Stein, Mark, BECNT, 
72-73; cf., Darrell L. Bock, “The Reign of the Lord 
Christ,” in Dispensationalism, Israel, and the Church, 37-
67). 

v. 15 come near    Cf., “is at hand” (ESV, 
NKJV). “The fact that the Christ was there, having 
already been born in Bethlehem and living at that 
time in history, made the kingdom near. Without the 
King, the kingdom remained a distant hope; but with 
the King present, with history having become His 
own personal history, then for the first time, the es-
chatological kingdom became a present possibil-
ity” (Craig A. Blaising, “The Kingdom of God in the 
New Testament,” in Progressive Dispensationalism, 
239). 

v. 15 repent and believe  “To ‘repent’  
(metanoeō; cf. Mark 1:4) is to turn away from an exist-
ing object of trust (e.g., oneself). To ‘believe’ (pisteuō, 
here pisteuete en, the only NT appearance of this com-
bination) is to commit oneself wholeheartedly to an 
object of faith. Thus to believe in the good news 
meant to believe in Jesus Himself as the Messiah, the 
Son of God. He is the ‘content’ of the good news (cf. 
v. 1). Only by this means can one enter into or receive 
(as a gift) the kingdom of God (cf. 10:15)” (Grassmick, 
107). 

v. 16 casting      “A casting net was a 
circular net up to twenty feet in diameter with stone 
weights attached to the ends. An attached rope, when 
pulled, drew the net together and enclosed the fish. 
The net was thrown and drawn together by a single 
individual (Wuellner 1967: 39) and could be thrown 
from a boat or while wading along the shore” (Stein, 
77). 

v. 17 fish for people   “The figure of fish-
ing people out of divine judgment comes from the 
Old Testament (Jer. 16:16; Ezek. 29:4-5, 38:4; Amos 
4:2; Hab. 1:14-17) . . . Jesus was calling these men to 
assist Him in delivering people from divine judgment 
by taking the gospel to them” (Thomas L. Constable, 
“Notes on Mark,” 2020 ed., 41, planobiblechapel.org/
tcon/notes/pdf/mark.pdf). 

v. 19 boat     Simon and Andrew were 
apparently casting their nets from shore, while James 
and John were in their boat preparing much larger 
drag nets for another night of fishing (Stein, 79). “All 
four men were evidently partners in the fishing busi-
ness (cf. Luke 5:7, 10)" (Thomas L. Constable, “Notes 
on Mark,” 2020 ed., 42, planobiblechapel.org/tcon/
notes/pdf/mark.pdf).  

 

 

Mark 8:34-38 
“Then he called the crowd to him along with his dis-
ciples and said: ‘Whoever wants to be my disciple 
must deny themselves and take up their cross and 
follow me. For whoever wants to save their life will 
lose it, but whoever loses their life for me and for the 
gospel will save it. What good is it for someone to 
gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what 
can anyone give in exchange for their soul? If anyone 
is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous 
and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be 
ashamed of them when he comes in his Father’s glory 
with the holy angels.’” 



           

The two-fold response of people who hear the good news of God, which  
Jesus proclaimed, is to believe it and follow Jesus as his disciple.      

 
 

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 

 

 

 

 



   

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 

As a young mom, I was invited to go to a pottery place to create a Father’s Day pottery gift. I’m not particu-
larly crafty but I figured why not! Y’all, those sweet baby handprints on that coffee mug are still the most pre-
cious thing I have ever seen in my life. Another super crafty mom made a Pinterest-worthy plate for her hus-
band that included the verse from Mark 1:17, “’Come follow Me,’ Jesus said, ‘and I will make you fishers of 
men.’” It may seem silly, but this was a turning point in my parenting and my relationship with God. I was a 
young Christian, still very much figuring things out. I knew about Jesus, the Bible, even the Great Commission, 
but I had never really given any thought to family discipleship. I didn’t know that teaching my kids about Jesus 
meant more than taking them to church on Sundays and letting the experts handle it. Parents, at the end of the 
day, we have one job. Like John the Baptist, we are to prepare the way and make straight paths for our children, 
guiding them to enjoy a life-changing relationship with the Lord. As Deuteronomy 6 instructs, we’re to talk 
about God when we sit at dinner or walk along the road, in the morning and at night. Today, we are learning 
that our relationship with Jesus isn’t just about church on Sunday morning but a daily faith in a trustworthy 
Savior who provides hope and loves each of us deeply. If you struggle with discipleship, we are here to help! 
We are praying for deep connection with Jesus for your entire family. 

I multiply godly beliefs, qualities and behaviors in others to encourage them to grow in Christ.  
 

I will extol the Lord at all times; His praise will always be on my lips.     

What does the Bible say? Read 
Mark 1:14-20. 
1. What was Jesus’ message in 

Galilee? 

2. What did Jesus ask the fisher-

men?  

3. 

”? 

Does it surprise you that Simon, 
Andrew, James and John in-
stantly followed Jesus? Why or 
why not? 

  

Make a list of seven friends you 
want come to know Christ. This 
week pray for one friend each 
day. Bonus – call or write them 
a letter of encouragement! be-
lieve Jesus Christ is fully God/
fully man and died for my sins. 

  



Tom Bulick (M.A. in Educational 
Leadership, Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity, Th.M. in Old Testament, 
and Ph.D. in Bible Exposition, Dal-
las Theological Seminary). For 
more than forty years, Tom has 
served as pastor, faculty member, 
and administrator. Tom was Vice 
President for Student Life and 
Associate Professor of Religious 
Studies at Trinity Western Univer-
sity (Vancouver, B.C.) for 12 years 
before accepting the position of 
Spiritual Formation Pastor at Cen-
tral Bible Church in 1998. He and 
his wife Ruth have one son, Zach. 
 
Stephanie Thomas (B.B.A Univer-
sity of Texas at Arlington). Stepha-
nie is married to James and they 
have four children: Elijah, Levi, 
Ella and Simon. She and James are 
Shepherds of the Bailey Communi-
ty Group. Stephanie has attended 
Central Bible Church for more than 
20 years, has been on staff since 
2014, and now serves as Children’s 
Minister. 

  

Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
 

The Scrolls Bible Study is a spiritual 
growth resource of Central Bible 

Church, Fort Worth, Texas. 
© 2020 Central Bible Church. 

Material researched, written and 
supervised by Dr. Tom Bulick. 

All Scripture referenced from the 
New International Version unless 
otherwise noted. This resource is 

freely distributed and may be 
copied without permission.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


