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This Week’s Core Competency
Salvation by Grace – I believe a person comes

into a right relationship with God by his grace,
through faith in Jesus Christ. Ephesians 2:8-9 For
it is by grace you have been saved, through faith–and
this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God–9 not by
works, so that no one can boast.

Paul wrote Galatians to churches he founded in
Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe, on his first
missionary journey (Ac 13:1-14:28). These cities
were located in the southern area of the Roman
province of Galatia. If Paul's letter was written
after he and Barnabas returned to Antioch (Ac
14:26, 27) but before the Council convened at
Jerusalem (Ac 15:1-35), as many twentieth-
century scholars believe, then Galatians must have
been sent in A.D. 48-49. This would likely make it
the first New Testament book written. (Only James
may have been written earlier.) Therefore, as you
read it, keep in mind that its original recipients
did not have the rest of the New Testament to go
by as they attempted to live lives pleasing to God.

Paul wrote to the churches in Galatia to correct
what some have simply called "the Galatian Problem,"
the exact nature of which continues to puzzle New

Testament scholars.  Nevertheless, its essential
features are reasonably clear. Richard N. Longnecker
describes Paul's opponents and the nature of their
opposition in this way:

"Paul's opponents were Jewish Christians–or, more
accurately, Christian Jews–who came from the
Jerusalem church to Paul's churches in Galatia with a
message stressing the need for Gentiles to be
circumcised and to keep the rudiments of the cultic
(Jewish) calendar, both for full acceptance by God
and as a proper Christian lifestyle. Undoubtedly they
presented their message as being theologically based
and claimed to be only interested in Gentiles being
fully integrated into the chosen people of Israel, and
so full recipients of the blessings of the Abrahamic
covenant. Probably, as well, they claimed not to be
opposing Paul but to be completing his message, and
so bringing the Galatian Christians to perfection.
Perhaps they also claimed to be representing James'
pastoral concerns regarding Jewish-Gentile relations
in the Christian communities outside of Palestine.
Paul, however, accuses them of being primarily
motivated by a desire to avoid persecution, and so to
boast about Gentiles being circumcised (6:12-13).

"In fact, Paul's evaluation of their motives in 6:12-
13–'they want to put up a good show in the flesh' in
order 'to avoid being persecuted for the cross of
Christ' and so "that they may boast about your
flesh'–is probably the key to understanding the
Judaizers. For, as Jewett points out, in the rising tide
of Jewish nationalism in Palestine, with the
antagonism of the Zealots being directed against all
who had Gentile sympathies and all who associated
with Gentile sympathizers:

cont. pg. 2

The Scrolls
Studies for families in Belonging, Becoming, and going Beyond        Volume 16 Number 18 June 1, 2014

"THIS WAS GIVEN"
GALATIANS 6:11-18

ONE LAST THING

____________________________________

When I survey the wondrous cross,
Where the Prince of glory died,

My richest gain I count but loss,
And pour contempt on all my pride.

– Isaac Watts

_____________________________________
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Galatians 6:11-18

11 See what large letters I use as I write to you
with my own hand! 12 Those who want to make a
good impression outwardly are trying to compel you
to be circumcised. The only reason they do this is to
avoid being persecuted for the cross of Christ. 13 Not
even those who are circumcised obey the law, yet they
want you to be circumcised that they may boast
about your flesh. 14 May I never boast except in the
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the
world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.
15 Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means
anything; what counts is a new creation. 16 Peace
and mercy to all who follow this rule, even to the
Israel of God. 17 Finally, let no one cause me trouble,
for I bear on my body the marks of Jesus. 18 The
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit,
brothers. Amen.

Cf., another translation

11 See what big letters I make as I write to you with
my own hand!

12 Those who want to make a good showing in
external matters are trying to force you to be
circumcised. They do so only to avoid being persecuted
for the cross of Christ. 13 For those who are circumcised
do not obey the law themselves, but they want you to be
circumcised so that they can boast about your flesh. 14
But may I never boast except in the cross of our Lord
Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified
to me, and I to the world. 15 For neither circumcision
nor uncircumcision counts for anything; the only thing
that matters is a new creation! 16 And all who will
behave in accordance with this rule, peace and mercy be
on them, and on the Israel of God.

17 From now on let no one cause me trouble, for I
bear the marks of Jesus on my body.

18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your
spirit, brothers and sisters. Amen. (NET)

day ENCOUNTER – read God’s word to put yourself in
touch with him.1

'If they could succeed in circumcising the Gentile Christians, this might effectively thwart any Zealot
purification campaign against the Judean Church! . . . The nomistic Christians in Judea would have ample
reason to boast if they could induce the Gentile churches to enter the ranks of the circumcised, for such an
achievement would release them from a mortal threat levelled [sic] against all who dared to associate
themselves with the ungodly and the uncircumcised. It was this hope of public recognition for their loyalty to
the Torah which lay behind Paul's bitter words: 'they wish to put up a good show in the flesh' (vi 12) (NTS
17 [1971]: 206)'" (Word Biblical Commentary, vol. 41, Galatians, xcv-xcvi).

Longnecker is saying that the "Galatian Problem" entailed two issues, legalism and nomism. Legalism
involves trying to gain acceptance with God by keeping the Old Testament law. Evidently Paul's opponents
taught that Gentile Christians had to be circumcised in order to be saved or fully accepted in God's sight. In
other words, Gentiles had to become Jews in order to become Christians. Nomism involves expressing
Christian convictions in ways compatible with Jewish traditions, teaching that everyday life must be lived in
accordance with the law–both the Old Testament Scripture and Jewish traditions. According to the apostle,
his opponents were wrong on both counts.

* Circle "large letters" in v. 11.
* Underline "with my own hand" in v. 11.
* Bracket "those who want to make a good

impression outwardly" in v. 12.
* Circle "cross" in vv. 12, 14.
* Bracket "those who are circumcised" in v. 13.

* Box "yet" indicating contrast in v. 13.
* Box "that" indicating purpose in v. 13.
* Circle "flesh" in v. 13.
* Circle "crucified" in v. 14.
* Highlight v. 15.
* Circle "Israel of God" in v. 16.

EXAMINE – what the passage says before you decide what it means.
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day EXPLORE – the answer to these questions to better
understand what the passage means.2

CCoonnssuulltt  tthhee  eexxppllaannaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  mmeessssaaggee  aanndd  tthhee  nnootteess  ttoo  ffoollllooww  iiff  yyoouu  nneeeedd  hheellpp..
1. Why would Paul point out that he himself had penned the letter's closing in large letters?

2. According to verse 12, who wanted to make a good impression on whom, how, and why?   

3. According to verse 13, who did not obey the law?

4. Explain the contrast in verse 13. 

5. The term "cross" is used figuratively in verse 14. To what does it refer?

6. Put what "the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world" means in your own words. 

7. Explain what does and doesn't count to Paul.

8. Is Paul's "rule" one that Christians can follow today? If so, how so?

9. Discussion: Talk about your answer to the second living question.
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Paul closes his letter to churches in the Roman
Province of Galatia, which he and Barnabas had
recently founded on their first missionary journey
(Ac 13:4-14:28), with a subscription somewhat
different from the ones appearing in his other
letters. This one (6:11-18) is longer and more
closely connected to the body of the letter than are
the others; in fact, it more or less sums up the
contents of the letter and restates its whole point.
On the function of this part of a New Testament
letter, one commentator writes: "The subscriptions
of Paul's letters function like the thanksgivings of
his letters though in reverse; they provide
important clues for understanding the issues
previously discussed in the bodies of their
respective letters. For as the thanksgivings
foreshadow and point ahead to the major concerns
to be addressed in their respective bodies, the
subscriptions serve to highlight and summarize the
main points that have been dealt with in those
bodies" (Longenecker, 287).

Paul begins by pointing out that he is writing the
closing of his letter himself, something he did on
other occasions (v. 11; cf., 2Th 3:17; 1Co 16:21;
Col. 4:18). What's more, he points out that he is
writing in large letters, perhaps all capital letters
(Donald K. Campbell, "Galatians," in The Bible
Knowledge Commentary: New Testament, 610) to
underscore the importance of what he has written. 

The apostle goes on to summarize the "Galatian
Problem" (vv. 12-13). There are false teachers afoot
trying to compel Gentile believers in the churches
of Galatia to be circumcised. And while these Jewish
believers may claim they are only interested in
Gentiles becoming Jews en route to becoming
Christians in order to be rightly related to the chosen
people of Israel and thereby be fully eligible to receive
the blessings promised to Abraham, Paul claims these
Judaizers are only doing what they are doing to
avoid persecution themselves (v. 12; cf., 4:17).

Unbelieving Jews posed a threat to the early
churches (cf. Ac 13:50; 14:2, 4-5, 19), but they
posed a lesser threat, especially to Jewish believers,
if Gentile believers in those churches accepted
circumcision and agreed to live according to the law.
Unbelieving Jews were not as inclined to persecute
believing Jews who were able to boast that
countless Gentiles were also being circumcised.

Preaching that righteousness is obtained entirely
through the cross of Christ apart from the works of
the law (2:15-16) invited persecution; preaching
that it is obtained in part through observing the law
had the opposite effect. Ironically, those who
demanded that others obey the law didn't actually
obey it themselves (v. 13).

Afterward Paul summarizes the solution to the
problem he described (vv. 14-16). Rather than boast
in things the world of Judaism values, like
circumcision and "observing special days and month
and seasons and years" (4:10), Paul chooses to boast
in nothing but the cross of Christ. His opponents
glory in circumcision; he glories in salvation by
grace. Solving the Galatians' problem begins by
recognizing along with him that neither
circumcision nor uncircumcision counts, and it ends
by recognizing along with him that "a new creation"
is the only thing that counts. Verse 15 actually puts
the point of the whole epistle in a nutshell, a point
that is just as true for contemporary readers as it
was for the Galatians. The New Living Translation
renders the verse, "It doesn't matter whether we
have been circumcised or not. What counts is
whether we have been transformed into a new
creation," which, of course, happens as a result of
faith in Christ and not obedience to the law (cf.,
3:2-5). One writer explains verse 15 this way:
"What, then, is the epitome of Paul's teaching vis-a-
vis the Judaizers' claim that all Christians, whether
Jews or Gentiles, must live a nomistic lifestyle in
conformity to the Mosaic commandments? It is
simply this: that all external expressions of the
Christian faith are to be understood as culturally
relevant but not spiritually necessitated, for all that
really matters is that the Christian be 'a new
creation' and that he or she express that new work
of God in ways reflective of being 'in Christ' and
directed by 'the Spirit'" (Longenecker, 296).

With that, Paul ends with a "peace and mercy"
benediction on all those Gentile Christians who live
according to the timeless truth of verse 15, as well as
to all those Jewish Christians who do the same. He
who has been "branded" as a servant of Jesus by the
scars he bears then adds a final "grace" benediction
on all his readers.

day EXAMINE – an explanation of the message to
better understand the meaning of the passage.3
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day 4 EMBRACE – how God spoke to you in his word.

Our desire is to not be merely hearers of the word, but doers of the word as James teaches in James
1:22. Reflect on 3 "living questions" to apply what you have learned this week.

• Journal your answers to the following living questions:

–How is God making himself known to you?

–How does God want to change you? 

–How is God calling you to change your world?

The Message of the Passage
Neither religious rituals nor spiritual practices count; the only thing 

that counts is being transformed into a new creation 
by faith in the cross of Christ.
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v. 11 llaarrggee  lleetttteerrss Cf., "NOTICE WHAT LARGE LETTERS I USE AS I WRITE THESE CLOSING WORDS IN MY OWN

HANDWRITING" (NLT). "At this point the apostle, who usually employed an amanuensis for the writing of his letters
(cf. Rom. 16:22), and doubtless had done so in the case of this letter also, took the pen in his own hand to write the
concluding paragraph. Cf. similar instances in 2 Thess. 3:17, I Cor. 16:21, Col. 4:18. His motives were probably
two: first, the usual one of authenticating the letter; second, the special one of giving emphasis to certain of the main
points of the letter . . . the size of the letters would have somewhat the effect of bold-face type in a modern book, or
double underlining in a manuscript, and since the apostle himself called attention to it, it would impress not only
the one person who might be reading the letter to a congregation, but the listening congregation, also" (Ernest De
Witt Burton, A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Epistle to the Galatians, ICC, 348).
v. 12 tthhoossee  ..  ..  ..  oouuttwwaarrddllyy I.e., "legalizers" (James Montgomery Boice, "Galatians," in The Expositor's Bible
Commentary, 10:506); "Judaizers" (F. F. Bruce, Commentary on Galatians, NIGTC, 268; Herman N. Ridderbos, The
Epistle of Paul to the Churches of Galatia, NICNT, 222); "judaizing opponents," who were "themselves members of the
orthodox Jewish community, different from other Jews only in that they accepted Jesus as the expected Messiah, they
wish to remain in good standing in the Jewish community, and to that end wish to be able to point to converts from
the Gentile world who have not merely accepted Jesus as the Christ, but have also conformed to those physical
requirements of the Jewish law which from the Jewish point of view were vital, but to Paul purely external and
physical" (Longenecker, 290).
v. 12 ggoooodd  iimmpprreessssiioonn "The verb translated "to make a good impression" (euprosopesai) carries overtones
of insincerity. They were not what they seemed" (Boice, 506).
v. 12 oouuttwwaarrddllyy Lit., "in the flesh" (NASB). "Flesh refers to men, whom the legalizers wanted to
impress, and to circumcision, which had become the touchstone of their religion" (506). "While [en sarki] may mean
'externally' (cf. Phil. 3:3f.), the literal sense of [sarx] cannot be excluded where circumcision is the subject" (Bruce,
268). "More generally it signifies whatever is external as opposed to that which is spiritual and/or internal (cf. Phil
3:3-4)" (Longenecker, 291). 
v. 12 aavvooiidd  bbeeiinngg  ppeerrsseeccuutteedd "What the Judaizers wanted, as Paul reads their motives, was to lay the religious
compulsion of circumcision on Gentile believers in Galatia–thereby bringing Gentile Christians within the orbit of
the Jewish nation on a proselyte basis–and so to relieve themselves and Jewish Christendom generally from
persecution at the hands of fellow nonbelieving Jews (cf. 1 Thess 2:14b-16)" (291).
v. 12 ccrroossss  "The word is, of course, used by metonymy for the crucifixion of the Christ, or
probably even more generally for the whole doctrine of salvation through the crucified Jesus as against that of
justification by works of the law" (Burton, 350).
v. 13 tthhoossee  ..  ..  ..  cciirrccuummcciisseedd Evidently Paul is talking about the Jewish Christian teachers, "those who belong
to the circumcision" (cf., v. 12), who are trying to persuade Gentile Christians throughout Galatia to be circumcised,
although some think he is referring to "those who receive circumcision" (i.e., Gentile Christians who let themselves
be circumcised) (see discussion in Longenecker, 292-93; cf., Burton, 352). "The persons referred to in 6:13 made it
their policy to persuade Gentile Christians to submit to circumcision. Whether or not they taught that, after
circumcision, it was necessary to go and keep the rest of the law, Paul says that in practice they failed to keep it
themselves" (Bruce, 270).
v. 14 ccrroossss See note on v. 12. "It is difficult, after sixteen centuries and more during which
the cross has been a sacred symbol, to realize the unspeakable horror and loathing which the very mention or
thought of the cross provoked in Paul's day. The word crux was unmentionable in polite Roman society (Cicero, Pro
Rabirio 16); even when one was being condemned to death by crucifixion the sentence used an archaic formula
which served as a sort of euphemism; arbori infelici suspendito, 'hang him on the unlucky tree' (Cicero, ibid, 13)"
(Bruce, 271).
v. 14 tthhee  wwoorrlldd Gk kosmos "here connotes not the physical world, the world of humanity, or even
the world of sinful humanity alienated from God, but rather, as Burton aptly puts it, 'the mode of life which is
characterized by earthly advantages, viewed as obstacles to righteousness' (Galatians, 354, 514; cf. Matt. 16:26; Jas
1:27; 4:4; 1 John 2:15)" (Longenecker, 295). 
v. 16 IIssrraaeell  ooff  GGoodd Cf., "And as for all who walk by this rule, peace and mercy be upon them, and
upon the Israel of God" (ESV). "This unusual title refers to saved Jews. It describes a second group in the verse, not
the same group. Note the repetition of 'upon' that makes this distinction. Also, 'Israel' always refers to physical Jews
everywhere else in the New Testament (65 times)" (Thomas L. Constable, "Notes on Galatians," 2014 ed., 81,
www.soncilight.com).
v. 17 mmaarrkkss Paul's suffering (stoning, Ac 14:19; beatings, Ac 16:22; 2Co 11:25; illness, 2Co
12:7; Gal 4:13-14) "branded" him as a servant of Christ.

notes STUDY – the commentaries to answer the questions. N
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KIDPIX COUPON
I memorized CC ____ and Verse ____. Family completed   Say ____    Think ____    Do ____

Child’s name _________________________  Grade ____ Parent’s signature _________________________

Earn tokens by completing the Bible study portion of this page.
Questions: Kids@pantego.org

Connect the FAMILY. Kids Kindergarten
thru 6th grade receive Kid Pix tokens for discipleship
activities completed during the week.

Family Talk
Encouragement from one parent's heart to another 

Special Because of our camp schedule, kids will be starting the church-wide summer series a week early!
Pastor David will be preaching a series entitled Origins. The sermons will focus on "firsts" in the book of
Genesis. We will be aligning with adult teaching in a series called "Start Here". This week's teaching is a
preview lesson that will focus on our great God who put all things into motion. This week we will settle our
hearts on Psalm 100. In addition, kids will be asked to memorize the entire Psalm over the summer. It's a
short one so encourage your child to commit to learning this Psalm from the beginning. It is a beautiful
proclamation of adoration for our Creator. The dictionary defines worship as "the act of showing great
reverence, honor, respect towards God." Worship is a way of life that includes praying, reading God's Word,
giving, singing, serving and living our life for His glory. Worship is our response to God's goodness. Kids
learn to worship when they see adults worshipping. Choose an activity at home this week to worship with
your kids. Anything will work (prayer time, singing together, mowing your neighbor's lawn, reading a Bible
story). As you enter this time, focus on God and how awesome He is and then do your activity for His glory!
That is living worship!

What Does The Bible Say
Read: Read Psalm 100

1. How are we to worship the
Lord?

2. What verse tells us that God is
our Creator?

3. "For the Lord is ______ and his
________ endures forever" (v. 5)

What Do You Think

1. Name some ways a shepherd
takes care of his sheep.

2. Name some things you are
thankful for.

What R U Going To Do

Psalm 100 tells us to "worship
the Lord with gladness; come
before him with joyful songs."
Pretend you are a famous song
writer and write a short song of
worship to God. Bring it to
church next Sunday for a special
prize.

MEMORY TIME

Core Comp  
Personal God - I believe God cares about everything in my life.

Memory Verse
Psalm 100:1 - Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth.



10 CORE BELIEFS
Trinity 2 Corinthians 13:14
I believe the God of the Bible is the
only true God - Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit.   
Salvation By Grace Ephesians 2:8-9
I believe a person comes into a right 
relationship with God by His grace,
through faith in Jesus Christ.
Authority of the Bible 2 Timothy
3:16-17
I believe the Bible is the Word of
God and has the right to command
my belief and action.   
Personal God Psalm 121:1-2
I believe God is involved in and cares
about my daily life.   
Identity in Christ John 1:12
I believe I am significant because of
my position as a child of God.   
Church Ephesians 4:15-16
I believe the church is God's primary
way to accomplish His purposes on
earth today.   
Humanity John 3:16
I believe all people are loved by God
and need Jesus Christ as their Savior.  
Compassion Psalm 82:3-4
I believe God calls all Christians to
show compassion to those in need.   
Eternity John 14:1-4
I believe there is a heaven and a hell
and that Jesus Christ is returning to
judge the earth and to establish His
eternal kingdom.
Stewardship 1 Timothy 6:17-19
I believe that everything I am or own
belongs  to God.

10 CORE PRACTICES
Worship Psalm 95:1-7
I worship God for who He is and
what He has done for me.
Prayer Psalm 66:16-20
I pray to God to know Him, to lay
my request before Him and to find
direction for my daily life.   
Bible Study Hebrews 4:12
I read the Bible to know God, the
truth, and to find direction for my
daily life.   
Single-mindedness Matthew 6:33
I focus on God and His priorities for
my life.  
Spiritual Gifts Romans 12:4-6
I know and use my spiritual gifts to
accomplish God’s purposes.   

Biblical Community Acts 2:44-47
I fellowship with other Christians to
accomplish God's purposes in my
life, others' lives, and in the world.
Giving Away My Time Colossians
3:17
I give away my time to fulfill God's 
purposes.
Giving Away My Money 
2 Corinthians 8:7
I give away my money to fulfill God's 
purposes.
Giving Away My Faith Ephesians
6:19-20
I give away my faith to fulfill God's 
purposes.
Giving Away My Life Romans 12:1
I give away my life to fulfill God’s 
purposes.

10 CORE VIRTUES
Joy John 15:11
I have inner contentment and
purpose in spite of my
circumstances.  
Peace Philippians 4:6-7
I am free from anxiety because things
are right between God, myself, and
others.
Faithfulness  Proverbs 3:3-4
I have established a good name with
God and with others based on my
long-term loyalty to those
relationships. 
Self-Control Titus 2:11-13
I have the power, through Christ, to 
control myself.
Humility Philippians 2:3, 4
I choose to esteem others above
myself.   
Love 1 John 4:10-12
I sacrificially and unconditionally
love and forgive others.   
Patience Proverbs 14:29
I take a long time to overheat and
endure patiently under the
unavoidable pressures of life.   
Kindness/Goodness 1 Thess. 5:15
I choose to do the right things in my 
relationships with others.   
Gentleness Philippians 4:5
I am thoughtful, considerate and
calm in dealing with others.    
Hope Hebrews 6:19-20
I can cope with the hardships of life
and with death because of the hope I
have in Jesus Christ.
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