
 

“What If?” 
1 Corinthians 15:12-20 

I believe Jesus Christ is 
the Son of God who 

became man, died for 
sinners, and rose from 

the dead. 

 
“In the past God spoke to 
our ancestors through the 
prophets at many times 

and in various ways, but 
in these last days he has 

spoken to us by his 
Son, whom he appointed 

heir of all things, and 
through whom also he 

made the universe.  



12 But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from 

the dead, how can some of you say that there is no resur-

rection of the dead? 13 If there is no resurrection of the 

dead, then not even Christ has been raised. 14 And if 

Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so 

is your faith. 15 More than that, we are then found to be 

false witnesses about God, for we have testified about God 

that he raised Christ from the dead. But he did not raise 

him if in fact the dead are not raised. 16 For if the dead are 

not raised, then Christ has not been raised either. 17 And 

if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are 

still in your sins. 18 Then those also who have fallen 

asleep in Christ are lost. 19 If only for this life we have 

hope in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 

20 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the 

firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 

After reading the text, practice your Observation 
skills by noting the following: 

• Highlight “if” introducing a condition in vv. 12,   
   13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 19. 

• Circle “resurrection” in vv. 12, 13. 

• Circle “raised” in vv. 12, 13, 14, 15 2x, 16 2x, 17   
   2x, 20. 

• Underline “useless” in v. 14. 

• Underline “futile” in v. 17. 

• Bracket “in your sins” in v. 17. 

• Circle “only” in v. 19. 

• Box “but” indicating strong contrast in v. 20.   

 

What one word would you use to describe the TONE 

of this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.) 

 

 

 

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage? 

 

 

 

?  

 

 

 

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one 

word. If you were going to describe these verses, you 

might say, “This text is about ________________.” 



1. Some Christians in the church in Corinth were saying “there is no resurrection of the dead.” Did they not  
believe that Jesus was resurrected? See vv. 1-5 and explain.     

 

 

 

2. Put exactly what they were denying in your own words.  

 

 

3. Would you agree that they believed in life after death but not in life after life after death? See p. 1 and explain.  

 

 

 

4. Identify the first absurd implication of the assertion that “there is no resurrection of the dead” (cf., vv. 13, 16). 

 

 

5. If true, that first absurd implication entails other absurdities. In what sense would it make “useless” gospel 
preaching and personal faith?  

 

 

6. If true, that first absurd implication would make gospel preachers liars. How so and how serious? 

 

 

7. Paul repeats the first absurd implication in verse 17. Explain the sense in which personal faith would then be 
made “futile.”   

 

 

 

8. Explain the condition of those who died believing in Christ if there is no resurrection. 

 

 

 

9. If our hope in Christ is limited to this life, explain why “we are of all people most to be pitied.” 

 

 

 

10. Discussion: If there is no resurrection of those who belong to Christ when he comes, eternal life is reduced 
to living as disembodied spirits in heaven eternally. Talk about how that strikes you.  





takes this one degree further: their faith is not only 
‘empty’, but ‘futile’, matala, a waste of time; and the 
crucial point is not just that they are believing rubbish 
about the resurrection, and about Jesus, but that the 
new age in which sins are left behind has not after all been 
inaugurated” (Wright, 332).  

v. 17 futile     Gk. mataia, “without 
results” (David K. Lowery, “1 Corinthians,” in The 
Bible Knowledge Commentary: New Testament, 543); 
“unable to secure forgiveness, or a future life” (C. K. 
Barrett, First Epistle to the Corinthians, 348). Cf., 
“worthless” (HCSB); “a delusion” (GNT); 
“useless” (NET, NLT); “pointless” (NTE).  

v. 17 still in your sins  “Condemnation can 
only be taken away by the expiatory death of Christ, 
and expiation would never have taken place if the 
victim who accomplished it had not been restored to 
life. As long as the security is not let out of prison, it 
must be concluded that the debt is not paid. If then 
Christ did not leave the prison of death, our justifica-
tion was not obtained by His death; and we are still, 
we believers, as much as others, condemned” (F. Go-
det, Commentary on the First Epistle of St. Paul to the 
Corinthians, 2: 347). 

v. 19 only      C.f., “hope in this life 
only” (ESV); “hope . . . for this life only” (HCSB). The 
adverb means hope is in this life only, not hope only 
in Christ.  

    

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

“Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be unin-
formed about those who sleep in death, so that you do 
not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no 
hope. 14 For we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, and so we believe that God will bring with Je-
sus those who have fallen asleep in him. 15 Accord- 
ing to the Lord’s word, we tell you that we who are 
still alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, 
will certainly not precede those who have fallen 
asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will come down from 
heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the 
archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the 
dead in Christ will rise first. 17 After that, we who are 
still alive and are left will be caught up together with 
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so 
we will be with the Lord forever.  18 Therefore en-
courage one another with these words.” 



           

Since Jesus was raised from the dead, those who believe in him will be resurrected  
when he returns, because to believe otherwise involves entertaining absurdities.    

 
 

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 

 

 

 

 



   

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 

We certainly have been in a season of “what ifs” lately. What if we run out of toilet paper? What if we stay 
quarantined for the rest of the school year? What if a friend or family member gets this virus? These are all so-
bering thoughts that can cause a roller coaster of emotions that make you go topsy-turvy. The one “what if” that 
really gets me to thinking, however, doesn’t have anything to do with COVID. Consider this, “What if Christ 
didn’t raise from the dead?” Christ’s resurrection is what gives us hope for our future. It reminds us this time on 
earth is limited and we’re just passing through on our way to heaven. Without the resurrection, without the 
hope of being raised ourselves, we have no eternal perspective to guide and direct our hearts and minds. The 
resurrection also burdens our heart for our lost friends and loved ones. Are you burdened for your child to 
know the Lord and trust in our Risen Savior? Now is the perfect time to share the Gospel with them! When the 
last of my four kids trusted Christ at camp several years ago, I let out a huge breath of relief I didn’t know was 
there. I will get to live forever with my family, worshiping a holy and eternal God! I may not know what will 
happen in the days to come, but I rest secure in the fact we will spend eternity with our Savior. We are praying 
for you and your family to know the hope the resurrection brings.  

I believe Jesus Christ is fully God/fully man and died for my sins.           
 

He is not here; He has risen, just as He said.    

Read 1 Corinthians 15:12-20 

1. What were some people say-
ing? 

2. If Christ had not risen, what 
does that say about our faith (v. 
14, 17)? 

3. If Christ had not risen, what 
would happen to our sin (v. 17)?   

How would the world be differ-
ent if Jesus did not come back to 
life? 

  

With your parent’s help, make 
Empty Tomb cookies or Resur-
rection Rolls (recipe can be 
found online). Discuss what 
each ingredient represents and 
its importance. 
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ty Group. Stephanie has attended 
Central Bible Church for more than 
20 years, has been on staff since 
2014, and now serves as Children’s 
Minister. 

  

Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
 

The Scrolls Bible Study is a spiritual 
growth resource of Central Bible 

Church, Fort Worth, Texas. 
© 2020 Central Bible Church. 

Material researched, written and 
supervised by Dr. Tom Bulick. 

All Scripture referenced from the 
New International Version unless 
otherwise noted. This resource is 

freely distributed and may be 
copied without permission.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


