
 

“Women Teaching and Authority in the Church” 
1 Timothy 2:8-15 

I study the Bible to 
know God, the truth, 
and to find direction 

for my daily life.         
 

“For the word of God is 
living and active and 

sharper than any double-
edged sword, piercing 

even to the point of divid-
ing soul from spirit, and 
joints from marrow; it is 
able to judge the desires 

and thoughts of the 
heart.” 



8 Therefore I want the men everywhere to pray, lifting 

up holy hands without anger or disputing. 9 I also want 

the women to dress modestly, with decency and propriety, 

adorning themselves, not with elaborate hairstyles or gold 

or pearls or expensive clothes, 10 but with good deeds,  

appropriate for women who profess to worship God. 

11 A woman should learn in quietness and full sub-

mission. 12 I do not permit a woman to teach or to assume 

authority over a man; she must be quiet. 13 For Adam was 

formed first, then Eve. 14 And Adam was not the one de-

ceived; it was the woman who was deceived and became a 

sinner. 15 But women will be saved through childbear-

ing—if they continue in faith, love and holiness with pro-

priety.  

8 I desire then that in every place the men should 

pray, lifting holy hands without anger or quarrel-

ing; 9 likewise also that women should adorn themselves 

in respectable apparel, with modesty and self-control, not 

with braided hair and gold or pearls or costly attire, 10 but 

with what is proper for women who profess godliness—

with good works. 11 Let a woman learn quietly with all 

submissiveness. 12 I do not permit a woman to teach or to 

exercise authority over a man; rather, she is to remain 

quiet. 13 For Adam was formed first, then Eve; 14 and 

Adam was not deceived, but the woman was deceived and 

became a transgressor. 15 Yet she will be saved 

through childbearing—if they continue in faith and love 

and holiness, with self-control. (ESV)  

After reading the text, practice your Observation 
skills by noting the following: 

• Box “therefore” indicating result in v. 8. 

• Circle “everywhere” in v. 8. 

• Underline “to pray” in v. 8 and “to dress” in v. 9. 

• Box “but” indicating contrast in vv. 10, 15. 

• Circle “quietness” in v. 11 (cf., “quiet” in v. 12). 

• Circle “full submission” in v. 11. 

• Circle “permit” in v. 12. 

• Bracket “to teach or assume authority” in v. 12. 

• Bracket “saved through childbearing” in v. 15.  

 

What one word would you use to describe the TONE 

of this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.) 

 

 

 

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage? 

 

 

 

?  

 

 

 

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one 

word. If you were going to describe these verses, you 

might say, “This text is about ________________.” 



1. Paul wants men “everywhere” to pray. When he says “men,” he clearly means Christian men. When he says 
“everywhere,” what does he mean?  

 

 

2. Do you think verses 8-10 are about one thing, how men and women are to pray, or about two things, how 
men are to pray, and women are to dress? Explain. 

  

 

3. Explain the significance of men “lifting up holy hands” in prayer.  

 

 

4. Explain the contrast regarding women “adorning themselves” in verses 9-10. 

 

 

 

5. What does “quietness” have to do with “full submission”—the two seem closely related? 

 

 

 

6. To what is “quietness” and “full submission” contrasted in verse 12? 

 

 

7. What does assuming authority have to do with teaching—the two seem closely related? 

 

 

 

8. Do Paul’s restrictions prohibit a female children’s minister from training and directing male volunteers? Ex-
plain why or why not. 

 

 

 

9. Do Paul’s restrictions prohibit a female from serving as a teaching elder in a church? Explain why or why not.  

 

 

 

10. Discussion: Any limitations placed on women’s exercise of their spiritual gifts seem unfair. Discuss how 
you feel about this in light of Galatians 3:28.  







           

When the church gathers for worship, men are to lead in congregational prayer, while women  
are to adorn themselves with good deeds and to learn with a teachable spirit,  

showing deference to the overseer teaching.  
 

 

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 

 

 

 

 



   

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 

“Do your chores.” “Eat your vegetables.” “Finish your homework.” “Stop hitting your sister.” “Quit playing 
Fortnite and put your things away.” Sometimes we are so busy parenting our kids we forget to actually parent 
them. Our laundry list of commands is thrown out with the hope we are training them to become successful 
adults, when really, we should be putting our focus in a different area altogether. If you’re like me, I get so 
caught up in the moment-by-moment duties of parenting that I forget character is far more important than aca-
demic success, sports achievement, physical appearance and even picking up the bathroom. This gentle remind-
er in 1 Timothy 2:8-15 helps me hit the reset button and realign my focus with what’s important to God. Essen-
tially, Paul is reminding us that God is far more concerned with what’s inside than what’s outside. He’s more 
concerned with our heart’s condition as we cry out to Him in prayer. He is more concerned that we clothe our-
selves with good deeds, not with outward beautifications. I think this week rather than bark orders to my kids 
about homework or cleaning up after themselves, which in itself is a good thing, I should encourage them to be 
kind and humble, to have courage in defending the weak, or to compassionately be a friend to the lonely. We 
are praying you are able to focus on Micah 6:8 this week as you teach your kids to “act justly and to love mercy 
and to walk humbly with your God.”  

I celebrate God for who He is and what He has done for me.          
 

He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly                                         
and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God. 

What does the Bible say? Read 
1Ti 1:12-20. 

1. How should men pray? 

2. What should women clothe 
themselves with? 

3. What things does God want 
us to leave behind when we are 
praying and worshiping? 

Do you think God is more con-
cerned with how we look or 

how we act? Why?  

Part of worshiping God is rec-
ognizing who He is. Spend a 
few minutes each day thanking 
God for being who He is. Sun-
day—Creator; Monday—healer; 
Tuesday—all powerful; 
Wednesday—love; Thursday—
provider; Friday—holy; Satur-

day—peace.  
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Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
 

The Scrolls Bible Study is a spiritual 
growth resource of Central Bible 

Church, Fort Worth, Texas. 
© 2019 Central Bible Church. 

Material researched, written and 
supervised by Dr. Tom Bulick. 

All Scripture referenced from the 
New International Version unless 
otherwise noted. This resource is 

freely distributed and may be 
copied without permission.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


