
 

“reMEMBER Extremity” 
Acts 7:54-8:4 

I have established a 
good name with God 
and with others based 

to those relationships.       
 

“Let love and faithful-
ness never leave you; bind 
them around your neck, 

write them on the tablet of 
your heart. Then you will 

win favor and a good 
name in the sight of God 

and man.” 



54 When the members of the Sanhedrin heard this, 

they were furious and gnashed their teeth at him. 55 But 

Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and 

saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand 

of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see heaven open and the Son 

of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 

57 At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the 

top of their voices, they all rushed at him, 58 dragged him 

out of the city and began to stone him. Meanwhile, the 

witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named 

Saul. 

59 While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, 

“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he fell on his 

knees and cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin against 

them.” When he had said this, he fell asleep.  

8:1 And Saul approved of their killing him. 

On that day a great persecution broke out against the 

church in Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scat-

tered throughout Judea and Samaria. 2 Godly men buried 

Stephen and mourned deeply for him. 3 But Saul began to 

destroy the church. Going from house to house, he dragged 

off both men and women and put them in prison. 4 Those 

who had been scattered preached the word wherever they 

went. 

 

 

After reading the text, practice your Observation 
skills by noting the following: 

 

What one word would you use to describe the TONE 

of this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.) 

 

 

 

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage? 

 

 

 

?  

 

 

 

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one 

word. If you were going to describe these verses, you 

might say, “This text is about ________________.” 



1. The martyrdom of Stephen interrupted his defense before the Sanhedrin. What was the charge against him, 
and who brought it? (See 6:8-15.) 

 

 

 

2. To what does “this” refer in verse 54?          

 

 

3. When Stephen looked up into heaven, did he see God? Explain.    

 

 

 

4. What do you infer from where Stephen saw Jesus standing? (See Lk 22:67-69; cf., Ac 2:32-36.)  

 

 

 

5. Jesus is “standing” rather than seated. Does it matter? Explain.      

 

 

 

6. To what does “this” refer in verse 57? And why does “this” trigger such a violent response?  

 

 

7. Stephen’s statements in verse 59 and in verse 60 sound familiar. How so?    

 

 

 

8. Does 8:1 mean that no disciples but the apostles were left in Jerusalem after persecution broke out? Explain.    

 

 

 

9. Explain how the message about Jesus spread to Samaria and Judea (v. 4; cf., Ac 1:8).  

   

 

10. Discussion: Not only the faithfulness of Stephen but also the faithfulness of others contributed to the spread 
of the gospel to Samaria and throughout Judea. Talk about it.            



While they are gnashing their teeth at him, he is 
looking up into heaven where he sees God’s glory 
and Jesus standing at God’s right hand. When he 
refers to seeing the “Son of Man,” they take matters 
into their own hands. As one writer says: “Only a 
few years before, Jesus had stood before this same 
tribunal and had been condemned for answering 
affirmatively the high priest’s question as to his be-
ing Israel’s Messiah and for saying of himself: ‘And 
you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand 
of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of 
Heaven’ (Mark 14:62). Now Stephen was saying, in 
effect, that his vision confirmed Jesus’ claim and 
condemned the council for having rejected him. Un-
less the council members were prepared to repent 
and admit their awful error, they had no option but 
to find Stephen also guilty of blasphemy” (Richard 
N. Longenecker, “Acts” in The Expositor’s Bible Com-
mentary, 349). The mob drags Stephen outside the 
city where they stone him—with Saul’s approval.  

Immediately, great persecution breaks out 
against the “church in Jerusalem” (8:1). For the most 
part, Hellenistic Jewish believers are the ones perse-
cuted, and Hellenistic Jews are their persecutors, 
although it is Saul, persecution personified, who is 
their champion. He goes “from house to house” (v. 
3), which probably means he breaks into one house 
church assembly after another, dragging men and 
women off to prison in an attempt to “destroy” the 
church. The Greek word translated 
“destroy” (lymainō) is used in the Greek translation 
of the Old Testament with reference to “wild beasts 
such as lions, bears, and leopards tearing at raw 
flesh” (Polhill, 212). But ironically, Saul’s efforts do 
not have the desired effect. Rather than contract nu-
merically, the church expands numerically and geo-
graphically as “those who had been scattered 
preached the word wherever they went” (v. 4). Scat-
tered like seed, their message about Jesus takes root 
in the lives of



v. 56 Son of Man  Cf., Da 7:13. 
“Stephen announced his vision and described Jesus 

Galatians  1:13 
“For you have heard of my previous way of life in 
Judaism, how intensely I persecuted the church of 
God and tried to destroy it .”  

as the ‘Son of Man,’ this being the only time after His 
ascension that someone used this title of Jesus in 
speaking of Him (cf. Rev. 1:13 and 14:14 where ‘Son 
of Man’ was used of Him in writing). This was a title 
of the Messiah used by Daniel that implied the uni-
versal aspect of His rule (Dan. 7:13-14). Only Jesus 
used this title of Himself in the Gospels. It was His 
favorite designation of Himself. He had used it of 
Himself when He stood before the Sanhedrin not 
many weeks earlier (Mark 14:62; Luke 22:69). Stephen 
was virtually saying that his vision confirmed Jesus' 
claim to be the Son of Man” (Constable, 183).   

V. 56 standing . . . God See Lk 22:69; cf., Mk 
14:62: Mt 26:64.  “The standing position may thus de-
pict the exalted Christ in his role of judge. If so, Ste-
phen’s vision not only confirmed his testimony, but it 
showed Christ rising to render judgement on his ac-
cusers” (Polhill, 208).  

v. 58 stone   “The picture of Ste-
phen’s stoning does not fit what is known of Jewish 
execution by stoning. According to Mishna, Sanhedrin 
6:1-6, stoning took place outside the city and the actu-
al stoning was done by those who had witnessed 
against the condemned person . . .  In formal stoning 
victims were stripped and pushed over a cliff ten- to 
twelve-feet high. They were then rolled over on their 
chests, and the first witness pushed a boulder (as 
large a stone as he could manage) from the cliff 
above. In the unlikely event the victim survived this 
first smashing, the second witness was to roll a sec-
ond boulder from above. The picture of Stephen’s 
stoning is radically different . . . The picture in Acts is 
of an angry mob pelting Stephen with stones”  
(Polhill, 209).  

8:1 all . . .  apostles  Luke sometimes uses 
“all” to mean many as he does here. “That a commu-
nity of believers is still present in Jerusalem (8:26; 
9:26, 28, 31; 11:22) means that Luke is using hyperbole 
here and that one wing of the church likely feel the 
most pressure” (Bock, 318). “We should probably 
understand the persecution recorded here as directed 
primarily against the Hellenistic Christians of Jerusa-
lem rather than chiefly against the whole church”  
(Longenecker, 353).  



Remain faithful to the Lord and to the message about him because God will use  

your faithfulness to expand the outreach and ministry of the church.          
 

 
 

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life) 

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. An-
swer the questions below as personally as you can.  

1. What does this passage teach me about God? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this passage lead me to do? 

 

 

 

 



   

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the 
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page 
and another token by memorizing and 
reciting the memory verse for this week. 
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org 

______ I completed my Bible Study 

______ I memorized this week’s verse 

______ I brought my Bible to church 

______ I brought a friend 

 

Even on our worst days we aren’t likely to experience the kind of persecution some of our Christian brothers 
and sisters around the world deal with day after day. I confess I take for granted just how fortunate I am to own 
several Bibles. What’s more, I have access to technology that makes 2,027 versions of the Bible available in 1,375 
languages with just a few clicks. This religious freedom isn’t a reality to all Christians around the globe. In coun-
tries such as North Korea or Somalia, believers could be imprisoned, tortured, or even killed for possessing a 
Bible. Our first reaction is typically to shield our children from this and other kinds of persecution. However, we 
would be wise in responding by teaching our children about the persecuted church bearing developmental con-
sideration. I encourage you to be proactive by introducing your children to stories about missionaries such as 
Corrie ten Boom, Amy Carmichael, or Jim Elliot. Empower your kids by encouraging them to pray for mission-
aries in a specific country known for persecution. Though we might not be physically near other believers, we 
can care for our Christian family through prayer. Remind them of God’s great love for His people. As in the case 
with Stephen in Acts 7, God doesn’t always intervene; however, He is a source of hope and promises to be with 
us always (Matt 28:20). This reality is a difficult subject to cover with your children, but don’t miss out on the 
opportunity to see their hearts grow for God and His people. We are praying for you! 

I am loyal with God and others so they know they can count on me.       
 

Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn.     

What does the Bible say? Acts 
7:54-8:4 

1. What was Stephen full of?  

2. What did Stephen pray?  

3. What happened to the apos-
tles?  

What good came from every-
body but the apostles being scat-

tered?  

Make two bookmarks to help 
remind you to pray for suffer-
ing Christians. Keep one for 
yourself and give one away to a 
friend that joins you in prayer.  

 

  



Tom Bulick (M.A. in Educational 
Leadership, Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity, Th.M. in Old Testament, 
and Ph.D. in Bible Exposition, Dal-
las Theological Seminary). For 
more than forty years, Tom has 
served as pastor, faculty member, 
and administrator. Tom was Vice 
President for Student Life and 
Associate Professor of Religious 
Studies at Trinity Western Univer-
sity (Vancouver, B.C.) for 12 years 
before accepting the position of 
Spiritual Formation Pastor at Cen-
tral Bible Church in 1998. He and 
his wife Ruth have one son, Zach. 
 
Stephanie Thomas (B.B.A Univer-
sity of Texas at Arlington). Stepha-
nie is married to James and they 
have four children: Elijah, Levi, 
Ella and Simon. She and James are 
Shepherds of the Bailey Communi-
ty Group. Stephanie has attended 
Central Bible Church for more than 
20 years, has been on staff since 
2014, and now serves as Children’s 
Minister. 

  

Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16) 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Eternity (John 14:1-4) 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that 
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and 
to establish His eternal kingdom. 
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,  
converts and changes me as a child of God. 
Humanity (John 3:16) 
I believe all people are loved by God and need 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Identity in Christ (John 1:12) 
I believe I am significant because of my 
position as a child of God. 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
became man, died for sinners and rose from the 
dead. 
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24) 
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and 
have been redeemed to participate in His King-
dom purposes for His glory. 
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2) 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life. 
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
I believe a person comes into a right relation-
ship with God by His grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

  

 
  

Love (1 John 4:10-12) 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and 
forgive others. 
Joy (John 15:11) 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite 
of my circumstances. 
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, myself and others. 
Patience (Proverbs 14:29) 
I take a long time to overheat and endure pa-
tiently under the unavoidable pressures of life. 
Kindness/Goodness  
I choose to do the right things in my relation-
ships with others 

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4) 
I have established a good name with God and 
with others based on my long-term loyalty to 
those relationships. 
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5) 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in 
dealing with others. 
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13) 
I have the power, through Christ, to control 
myself. 
Grace (Colossians 3:13) 
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and gener-
osity to others, even when they have offended 
me. 
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
I have a growing anticipation of God’s prom-
ises and my secure eternity with Him. 
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4) 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 

  

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12) 
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and 
to find direction for my daily life. 
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47) 
I fellowship with other Christians to accom-
plish God's purposes in my life, others' lives, 
and in the world. 
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4) 
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost 
in my community. 
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2) 
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices 
in others to encourage their spiritual growth 
in Christ.  
Evangelism (Acts 1:8) 
I share Jesus with others through personal 
proclamation and demonstration of the   
gospel. 
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s 
purposes.  
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20) 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily 
life. 
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33) 
I focus on God and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6) 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accom-
plish God's purposes. 
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7) 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
 

The Scrolls Bible Study is a spiritual 
growth resource of Central Bible 

Church, Fort Worth, Texas. 
© 2019 Central Bible Church. 

Material researched, written and 
supervised by Dr. Tom Bulick. 

All Scripture referenced from the 
New International Version unless 
otherwise noted. This resource is 

freely distributed and may be 
copied without permission.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


