“The Danger of Strange Doctrine”
1 Timothy 1:3-11

I believe the Bible is the
Word of God and has
the right to command
my belief and action .
“All Scripture is Godbreathed and is useful for
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness, so that the
servant of God may be
thoroughly equipped for
every good work.”

3 As I urged you when I went into Macedonia, stay
there in Ephesus so that you may command certain people
not to teach false doctrines any longer 4 or to devote them-

After reading the text, practice your Observation
skills by noting the following:
• Box “so that” indicating purpose in v. 3.

•

Underline “false doctrines,”
“endless genealogies” in v. 4.

•

Circle “controversial speculations” in v. 4.

mand is love, which comes from a pure heart and a good

•

Circle “this” in v. 5.

conscience and a sincere faith. 6 Some have departed from

•

Bracket “pure heart,” “good conscience,” and
“sincere faith” in v. 5.

be teachers of the law, but they do not know what they are

•

Underline “meaningless talk” in v. 6.

talking about or what they so confidently affirm.

•

Circle “the law” in vv. 7, 8, 9.

•

Box “but” indicating contrast in v. 9.

ly. 9 We also know that the law is made not for the right-

•

Bracket “kill their fathers or mothers” in v. 9.

eous but for lawbreakers and rebels, the ungodly and sin-

•

Bracket “those practicing homosexuality” in v.
10.

selves to myths and endless genealogies. Such things promote controversial speculations rather than advancing
God’s work—which is by faith. 5 The goal of this com-

these and have turned to meaningless talk. 7 They want to

8 We know that the law is good if one uses it proper-

ful, the unholy and irreligious, for those who kill their fathers or mothers, for murderers, 10 for the sexually immoral, for those practicing homosexuality, for slave traders

“myths,”

and

What one word would you use to describe the TONE
of this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.)

and liars and perjurers—and for whatever else is contrary
to the sound doctrine 11 that conforms to the gospel concerning the glory of the blessed God, which he entrusted to

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage?

me.

What is one thing you do not understand in this passage?

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one
word. If you were going to describe these verses, you
might say, “This text is about ________________.”

1. Apparently, Timothy was prepared to leave Ephesus, but Paul urged him to stay. How come?

2. How would you describe what some were teaching?

3. Why did Paul object to it?

4. Is anything like what was being taught then being taught now? Explain.

5. To what does “this” refer in verse 5?

6. Describe the three-fold source of love—the soil in which it grows.

7. What some were teaching amounted to “meaningless talk.” How so?

8. Explain the irony in verse 7.

9. In a word, if the law is not made for the righteous, who is it made for? Talk, too, about the relationship of
Paul’s list of vices to the Ten Commandments.

10. Discussion: Talk about contemporary examples of what Paul decried.

talk
but is genuine trust and confidence in God” (Thomas
D. Lea and Hayne P. Griffin, Jr., 1, 2 Timothy, Titus,
NAC, 68-69).

1 Timothy 4:2
“Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of
season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great
patience and careful instruction.”

Rather than waste your time and the time of others with controversial speculations and meaningless
talk, devote yourself to understanding the Scripture and teaching it to others.

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life)

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. Answer the questions below as personally as you can.
1. What does this passage teach me about God?

2. What does this passage teach me about myself?

3. What does this passage lead me to do?

Our kids are inundated with messages, from the device in their hands to conversations at the cafeteria table
to the world at large. Some messages align with scriptural truth being taught at home and church; some make
you want to throw up and shelter your little baby from the terrible world out there. Your children are going to
be exposed to a world that settles on false doctrine to fit an idea of a false “god.” So, what’s a parent to do when
a child spouts out viewpoints overheard that are contrary to sound Biblical teaching? First of all, don’t freak out.
Don’t react with fear or anger or panic, but instead, react with love. You want your child to know you’re a safe
place and all conversations and questions are welcome. Secondly, reassure your child that having questions and
even doubt is normal in the Christian walk. I mean, you have questions, too, right?! Your kids need to build
spiritual muscle and part of that process is wrestling with what they believe. Lastly, what would Jesus do? More
often than not, Jesus answered a question with a question, encouraging His listeners to dig into Scripture in order to draw conclusions on their own. With the Bible as your plumb line, seek the answer together. Encourage
your child to study God’s Word, pursue truth and allow God to speak for Himself. Above all, pray for your
child to build their foundation on the infallible Word of God. We are praying for you!

What does the Bible say? Read 1
Timothy 1:3-11
1. Why did Paul want Timothy
to stay in Ephesus?

Why do you think Paul starts
his letter to Timothy reminding
him to speak truth?

During dinner ask each member
of the family to share their favorite Bible story. What truth
about God can you learn from
this story?

2. What is the goal of speaking
truth (See Matthew 22:36-40)?
3. What is the law (See Exodus
20)?

I believe the Bible is God’s book that tells me what to believe and do.

Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves.
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I completed my Bible Study
I memorized this week’s verse
I brought my Bible to church
I brought a friend

Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17)
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has
the right to command my belief and action.
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16)
I believe the church is God's primary way to
accomplish His purposes on earth today.
Eternity (John 14:1-4)
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and
to establish His eternal kingdom.
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9)
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,
converts and changes me as a child of God.
Humanity (John 3:16)
I believe all people are loved by God and need
Jesus Christ as their Savior.
Identity in Christ (John 1:12)
I believe I am significant because of my
position as a child of God.
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4)
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who
became man, died for sinners and rose from the
dead.
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24)
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and
have been redeemed to participate in His Kingdom purposes for His glory.
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2)
I believe God is involved in and cares about my
daily life.
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9)
I believe a person comes into a right relationship with God by His grace, through faith in
Jesus Christ.

Love (1 John 4:10-12)
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and
forgive others.
Joy (John 15:11)
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite
of my circumstances.
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7)
I am free from anxiety because things are right
between God, myself and others.
Patience (Proverbs 14:29)
I take a long time to overheat and endure patiently under the unavoidable pressures of life.
Kindness/Goodness
I choose to do the right things in my relationships with others

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4)
I have established a good name with God and
with others based on my long-term loyalty to
those relationships.
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5)
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in
dealing with others.
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13)
I have the power, through Christ, to control
myself.
Grace (Colossians 3:13)
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and generosity to others, even when they have offended
me.
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5)
I have a growing anticipation of God’s promises and my secure eternity with Him.
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4)
I choose to esteem others above myself.

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12)
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and
to find direction for my daily life.
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47)
I fellowship with other Christians to accomplish God's purposes in my life, others' lives,
and in the world.
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4)
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost
in my community.
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2)
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices
in others to encourage their spiritual growth
in Christ.
Evangelism (Acts 1:8)
I share Jesus with others through personal
proclamation and demonstration of the
gospel.
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11)
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s
purposes.
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20)
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request
before Him and to find direction for my daily
life.
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33)
I focus on God and His priorities for my life.
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6)
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accomplish God's purposes.
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7)
I worship God for who He is and what He has
done for me.
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