“reMEMBER Ministry”
Acts 6:1-7

I know and use my
spiritual gifts to accomplish God’s purposes.
“For just as each of us has

one body with many
members, and these members do not all have the
same function, so in
Christ we, though many,
form one body, and each
member belongs to all the
others. We have different
gifts, according to the
grace given to each of us.
If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in
accordance with
your faith.”

After reading the text, practice your Observation
skills by noting the following:
• Circle “Hellenistic” and “Hebraic” in v. 1.

•

Box “because” indicating reason in v. 1.

•

Bracket “daily distribution of food” in v. 1.

•

Box “so” indicating result in vv. 2, 7.

•

Bracket “wait on tables” in v. 2

•

Underline “who are known” in v. 3.

•

Highlight “full of the Spirit and wisdom” in v. 3.

•

Underline “a convert of Judaism” in v. 5.

•

Bracket “laid their hands on them” in v. 6.

•

In the margin next to v. 7 write “See 1:8; cf., other
progress reports 2:47; 9:31; 12:24; 16:5; 19:29;
28:30, 31.”

What one word would you use to describe the TONE
of this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.)

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage?

What is one thing you do not understand in this passage?

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one
word. If you were going to describe these verses, you
might say, “This text is about ________________.”

1. Before the responsibility was turned over to seven chosen men, who was apparently responsible for the daily
distribution of food to widows?

2. The widows of Hellenist Jews were being neglected. Explain the seriousness of the problem.

3. How come the Twelve turned the problem over to the disciples to solve?

4. Explain how the disciples would have known who was “full of the Spirit and wisdom.”

5. Do you think the men whom the disciples chose had a choice in the matter? Explain.

6. All of the men chosen had Greek names. What does that suggest to you and why does it matter?

7. Stephen was “full of faith and of the Holy Spirit.” Put what that means in your own words.

8. What purpose did the laying on of the apostles’ hands serve in this situation?

9. Relate verse 7 to verses 1-6.

10. Discussion: The “moral” of this story isn’t obvious—could it be that it doesn’t have just one? Talk about its

v. 6 men
Often called the first
“deacons” although the Greek word diakonos
(“deacon”) does not appear in the passage. However,
the related words diakonia (“distribution,” v. 1) and
diakoneo (“ministry,” v. 4) do appear. It seems the
ministry functioned long before deacon became
viewed as an office (Longenecker, 331).
v. 6 laid hands
The laying on of
hands was used in the OT in connection with “the
bestowal of a blessing (cf. Gen 48:13ff.), to express
identification, as when the sacrificer laid his hands on
the head of the sacrificial victim (cf. Lev. 1:4; 3:2; 4:4;
16:21 etc.), for commissioning a successor (cf. Num
27:23) and the like” (F. F. Bruce, Commentary on the
Book of Acts, NICNT, 130).

Romans 12:4-6
“For just as each of us has one body with many
members, and these members do not all have the
same function, so in Christ we, though many, form
one body, and each member belongs to all the others. We have different gifts, according to the grace
given to each of us.”

Partner in the ministry of your church using your spiritual gifts, because when believers do, issues in
the church will be resolved and the number of disciples added to the church will increase.

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life)

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. Answer the questions below as personally as you can.
1. What does this passage teach me about God?

2. What does this passage teach me about myself?

3. What does this passage lead me to do?

The uniqueness of your child can simultaneously swell your heart and make you want to throttle them. What
makes them different from you and sometimes challenging may also be their best quality and potentially their
spiritual gift. Do you have a child that never stops asking, “Why?” They may have the spiritual gift of
knowledge. Do you have a child that always wants to do things their own way? Maybe their spiritual gift is
leadership. I had one child that was clearly a leader without even noticing and I remember thinking, “one day
this will glorify God.” Sure enough, this child’s spiritual gift is definitely leadership and he uses it for kingdom
purposes. Spiritual gifts are not natural abilities; they are a special blend of talents and gifts that make believers
uniquely able to carry out the plans God has for their life. Part of a parent’s job is to help identity and foster
these gifts. I talked to a mom recently who shared her personal commitment to further her daughter’s love for
serving by providing opportunities to demonstrate that gift. Bravo, Mom! So, how do you encourage your
child’s gift? First and foremost, pray for their salvation. Secondly, pray God reveals the special and unique gift
they have been given. Look for open doors that give them space to explore opportunities and develop their spiritual gift. Seek to encourage and affirm your child when they are using their gifts. Parents, we are praying for
wisdom and discernment as you help your child grow to glorify God!

What does the Bible say? Read
Acts 6:1-7
1. What was the problem and
how did they solve it?

The apostles “prayed and laid
hands on” the men assigned to
care for the widows. What do
you think that’s all about?

2. What character traits did the
seven men need to have?

There are many people who
serve the church. Take a moment to write a letter to your
small group leader or another
volunteer and bring it Sunday
for one extra token.

3. What spread after this decision?

I use the special abilities God has given me to help with His work.

Each one should use whatever gifts he has received to serve others .
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I completed my Bible Study
I memorized this week’s verse
I brought my Bible to church
I brought a friend

Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17)
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has
the right to command my belief and action.
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16)
I believe the church is God's primary way to
accomplish His purposes on earth today.
Eternity (John 14:1-4)
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and
to establish His eternal kingdom.
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9)
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,
converts and changes me as a child of God.
Humanity (John 3:16)
I believe all people are loved by God and need
Jesus Christ as their Savior.
Identity in Christ (John 1:12)
I believe I am significant because of my
position as a child of God.
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4)
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who
became man, died for sinners and rose from the
dead.
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24)
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and
have been redeemed to participate in His Kingdom purposes for His glory.
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2)
I believe God is involved in and cares about my
daily life.
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9)
I believe a person comes into a right relationship with God by His grace, through faith in
Jesus Christ.

Love (1 John 4:10-12)
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and
forgive others.
Joy (John 15:11)
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite
of my circumstances.
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7)
I am free from anxiety because things are right
between God, myself and others.
Patience (Proverbs 14:29)
I take a long time to overheat and endure patiently under the unavoidable pressures of life.
Kindness/Goodness
I choose to do the right things in my relationships with others

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4)
I have established a good name with God and
with others based on my long-term loyalty to
those relationships.
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5)
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in
dealing with others.
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13)
I have the power, through Christ, to control
myself.
Grace (Colossians 3:13)
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and generosity to others, even when they have offended
me.
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5)
I have a growing anticipation of God’s promises and my secure eternity with Him.
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4)
I choose to esteem others above myself.

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12)
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and
to find direction for my daily life.
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47)
I fellowship with other Christians to accomplish God's purposes in my life, others' lives,
and in the world.
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4)
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost
in my community.
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2)
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices
in others to encourage their spiritual growth
in Christ.
Evangelism (Acts 1:8)
I share Jesus with others through personal
proclamation and demonstration of the
gospel.
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11)
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s
purposes.
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20)
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request
before Him and to find direction for my daily
life.
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33)
I focus on God and His priorities for my life.
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6)
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accomplish God's purposes.
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7)
I worship God for who He is and what He has
done for me.
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