“reMEMBER Accountability”
Acts 5:1-11

I fellowship with other
Christians to accomplish God’s purposes in
my life, others’ lives,
and in the world.
“All the believers were
together and had everything in common. They
sold property and possessions to give to anyone
who had need. Every day
they continued to meet
together in the temple
courts. They broke
bread in their homes and
ate together with glad and
sincere hearts, praising
God and enjoying the
favor of all the people. And the Lord added
to their number daily
those who were being
saved.”

1 Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife
Sapphira, also sold a piece of property. 2 With his wife’s
full knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself, but brought the rest and put it at the apostles’ feet.
3 Then Peter said, “Ananias, how is it that Satan has
so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land? 4 Didn’t it belong to you before it was
sold? And after it was sold, wasn’t the money at your disposal? What made you think of doing such a thing? You
have not lied just to human beings but to God.”
5 When Ananias heard this, he fell down and

After reading the text, practice your Observation
skills by noting the following:
• Box “also” indicating comparison (i.e., “likewise”)
in v. 1.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Circle ”kept back” in v. 2.
Box “but” indicating contrast in vv. 2, 4.
Bracket “filled your heart” in v. 3.
Bracket “test the Spirit” in v. 9.
Circle the “?” in vv. 4, 9.
Highlight “great fear” in vv. 5, 11.
Underline “whole church” in v. 11.

What one word would you use to describe the TONE
of this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.)

died. And great fear seized all who heard what had happened. 6 Then some young men came forward, wrapped up
his body, and carried him out and buried him.
7 About three hours later his wife came in, not know-

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage?

ing what had happened. 8 Peter asked her, “Tell me, is this
the price you and Ananias got for the land?”
“Yes,” she said, “that is the price.”
9 Peter said to her, “How could you conspire to test the
Spirit of the Lord? Listen! The feet of the men who buried

What is one thing you do not understand in this passage?

your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out
also.”
10 At that moment she fell down at his feet and
died. Then the young men came in and, finding her dead,
carried her out and buried her beside her husband. 11 Great fear seized the whole church and all who
heard about these events.

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one
word. If you were going to describe these verses, you
might say, “This text is about ________________.”

1. The story of Ananias and Sapphira seems so “long ago and far away.” What makes it relevant today?

2. The word “also” could be omitted from verse 1. What purpose does including it serve?

3. Explain the contrast in verse 2.

4. Satan’s influence on Ananias had a two-fold effect. Describe it. (See v. 3.)

5. Give the implied answers to the rhetorical questions in verse 4.

6. “Great fear seized all who heard what had happened” (v. 5). Are we talking reverential awe or dreadful terror?
Explain.

7. Compare Peter’s encounter with Ananias with his encounter with Sapphira, and identify the implications.

8. What does the practically immediate burial of Ananias and Sapphira indicate?

9. The “great fear” that seized the whole church must have had consequences. What do you suppose they were?

10. Discussion: Lying to God sounds serious. Does it still go on today? Talk about it.

v. 1 also
The adverb “also”
links this narrative about Ananias and Sapphira to
the previous one about Barnabas, contrasting this
one with that one, contrasting the actions of Ananias
and Sapphira with those of Barnabas. See “but” indicating contrast in v. 2. “The story flows on immediately from the preceding account of Joseph Barnabas’
generosity, the antecedent making the action of Ananias and Sapphira all the more blameworthy” (James
D. G. Dunn, The Acts of the Apostles, 63). “In contrast
to Barnabas stands the deceit of Ananias and Sapphira” (Darrell L. Bock, Acts, BECNT, 219).
v. 2 kept back

vv. 4, 9 ?
The questions in
these verses appear to be rhetorical. “Peter reminded
Ananias that he had been under no compulsion (v.
4). He did not have to sell his land. Even if he sold it,
he still could have retained the proceeds. The act of
dedicating the land to the community was strictly
voluntary. Once pledged, however, it became a
wholly different matter. It had been dedicated to the
community. In lying about the proceeds, he had broken a sacred trust. Ultimately, he had lied to
God” (Polhill, 158).

Matthew 6:1
“‘Be careful not to practice your righteousness in
front of others to be seen by them. If you do, you will
have no reward from your Father in heaven.’”

Don’t fool yourself into thinking that God can be fooled by you hypocritically
parading your piety past others to be seen and recognized by them.

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life)

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. Answer the questions below as personally as you can.
1. What does this passage teach me about God?

2. What does this passage teach me about myself?

3. What does this passage lead me to do?

I had my kids convinced at a very young age that I knew everything they did, and if I didn’t, a neighbor
would fill me in. Kids stretch the truth; they just do. Whether they’re testing the boundaries, avoiding punishment, or simply trying to get attention, they will experiment with lying. One of our favorite things to laugh
about as a family is how our kids acted when they were younger and got caught in a lie. One would try to weasel their way out of getting busted with an absurd lie. When another child would lie, their eyes would roam all
over the place, so we knew they were trying to pull a fast one. Still another would get caught and when we
asked for the truth they would immediately come clean to avoid the harsher punishment. Lastly, one always
burst out in tears of confession before they were ever caught. Parenting truly takes a village. I need all the extra
eyes and ears of a helpful and loving Biblical community to raise these kids to God’s glory. I need my friends
and neighbors to tell me what’s being said or done during carpool, practice, sleepovers and small group. We
weren’t meant to do this parenting thing alone! I encourage you today to reach out and get connected in community. Plug into a group that will commit to walking this parenting journey with you and ask them to help
you and your kids stay on the right path. We are praying for you this week!

What does the Bible say? Read
Acts 5:1-11
1. What did Ananias and Sapphira sell?

Did Ananias and Sapphira have
to give all their money to the
church? How could they have
handled this differently?

What kind of difference would
it have made if their friends
knew their plan?

2. How did they lie? Who did
they lie to?
3. What happened to them both?

I spend time with other Christians to help with God’s work.

And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds.

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page
and another token by memorizing and
reciting the memory verse for this week.
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org

______
______
______
______

I completed my Bible Study
I memorized this week’s verse
I brought my Bible to church
I brought a friend

Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17)
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has
the right to command my belief and action.
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16)
I believe the church is God's primary way to
accomplish His purposes on earth today.
Eternity (John 14:1-4)
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and
to establish His eternal kingdom.
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9)
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,
converts and changes me as a child of God.
Humanity (John 3:16)
I believe all people are loved by God and need
Jesus Christ as their Savior.
Identity in Christ (John 1:12)
I believe I am significant because of my
position as a child of God.
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4)
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who
became man, died for sinners and rose from the
dead.
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24)
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and
have been redeemed to participate in His Kingdom purposes for His glory.
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2)
I believe God is involved in and cares about my
daily life.
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9)
I believe a person comes into a right relationship with God by His grace, through faith in
Jesus Christ.

Love (1 John 4:10-12)
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and
forgive others.
Joy (John 15:11)
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite
of my circumstances.
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7)
I am free from anxiety because things are right
between God, myself and others.
Patience (Proverbs 14:29)
I take a long time to overheat and endure patiently under the unavoidable pressures of life.
Kindness/Goodness
I choose to do the right things in my relationships with others

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4)
I have established a good name with God and
with others based on my long-term loyalty to
those relationships.
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5)
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in
dealing with others.
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13)
I have the power, through Christ, to control
myself.
Grace (Colossians 3:13)
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and generosity to others, even when they have offended
me.
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5)
I have a growing anticipation of God’s promises and my secure eternity with Him.
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4)
I choose to esteem others above myself.

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12)
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and
to find direction for my daily life.
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47)
I fellowship with other Christians to accomplish God's purposes in my life, others' lives,
and in the world.
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4)
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost
in my community.
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2)
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices
in others to encourage their spiritual growth
in Christ.
Evangelism (Acts 1:8)
I share Jesus with others through personal
proclamation and demonstration of the
gospel.
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11)
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s
purposes.
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20)
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request
before Him and to find direction for my daily
life.
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33)
I focus on God and His priorities for my life.
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6)
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accomplish God's purposes.
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7)
I worship God for who He is and what He has
done for me.
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