“reMEMBER Generosity”
Acts 4:32-37

I believe the church is
God’s primary way
to accomplish his purposes on earth today.
“Instead, speaking the
truth in love, we will
grow to become in every
respect the mature body of
him who is the head, that
is, Christ. From him the
whole body, joined and
held together by every
supporting ligament,
grows and builds itself
up in love, as each part
does its work.”

32 All the believers were one in heart and mind. No
one claimed that any of their possessions was their own,
but they shared everything they had. 33 With great power
the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the
Lord Jesus. And God’s grace was so powerfully at work in
them all 34 that there were no needy persons among them.
For from time to time those who owned land or houses sold
them, brought the money from the sales 35 and put it at
the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to anyone who
had need.
36 Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles
called Barnabas (which means “son of encourage-

After reading the text, practice your Observation
skills by noting the following:
• Bracket “one in heart and mind” in v. 32.
• Underline “their own” in v. 32.
• Box “but” indicating contrast in v. 32.
• Underline “they shared” in v. 32.
• Circle “grace” in v. 33.
• Box “for” indicating reason in v. 34.
• Bracket “from time to time” in v. 34.

•
•

Circle “owned” and “he owned” in v. 34 and v.
37 respectively.
Circle “Levite” in v. 36.

What one word would you use to describe the TONE
of this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.)

ment”), 37 sold a field he owned and brought the money
and put it at the apostles’ feet.
What word or idea stands out to you in this passage?
32 Now the full number of those who believed were
of one heart and soul, and no one said that any of the
things that belonged to him was his own, but they had
everything in common. 33 And with great power the apos-

What is one thing you do not understand in this passage?

tles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of the
Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34 There
was not a needy person among them, for as many as were
owners of lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold 35 and laid it at the apostles' feet,

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one
word. If you were going to describe these verses, you

and it was distributed to each as any had need. 36 Thus

might say, “This text is about ________________.”

Joseph, who was also called by the apostles Barnabas
(which means son of encouragement), a Levite, a native of
Cyprus, 37 sold a field that belonged to him and brought
the money and laid it at the apostles' feet. (ESV)

1. Describe what being “one in heart and mind” looks like.

2. Explain the contrast in verse 32.

3. “With great power” refers to more than apostolic rhetoric. To what does it refer? (See 2:43; cf., 3:1-10.)

4. The apostles were testifying “to the resurrection.” Why “the resurrection” in particular? (See Ac 2:29-36.)

5. What makes you think the generosity of the early church was voluntary . . . or not?

6. “Great grace was upon them all” (ESV). What has grace got to do with generosity?

7. Put what “from time to time” means in your own words.

8. People who sold property didn’t literally put the proceeds at the apostles’ feet did they? Explain.

9. Joseph, whom the apostles called “Barnabas,” lived up to his name. How so?

10. Discussion: The unique generosity of the early church was remarkable. Talk about its significance.

Acts 2:42-47

Imitate the gospel generosity of Barnabas, for generosity is a mark of the
early church that was filled with the Holy Spirit.

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life)

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. Answer the questions below as personally as you can.
1. What does this passage teach me about God?

2. What does this passage teach me about myself?

3. What does this passage lead me to do?

Several years ago, while attending a high school graduation party, the hostess stopped and thanked me for
“sharing her daughter” with her. She expressed how valuable my relationship with her daughter was and how
she appreciated knowing I was speaking truth into her as a trusted adult and friend. Not only were this mom
and I “church friends” but her daughter was my go-to babysitter and favorite person to talk music and books
with at Starbucks. Being a member of Central Bible Church means more than just attending on Sunday mornings. Church is a lifestyle, a part of who you are, not a building you go to once a week. Parents, it’s essential you
take steps toward Biblical community. The people in your Community/Home Groups can be your village that
will help you raise your children to God’s glory. They can be by your side from potty training to teenage romance. They can be the safe adults your kids trust and turn to when they need an outside perspective. Your kids
are growing in their Biblical community, also. The friends they make at church today will likely travel with
them throughout junior high, high school, and even beyond. They will laugh, cry, celebrate, and endure trials
together. These are the people who can keep them accountable as they grow older, pointing them to Christ and
helping them grow in their faith. Friends, there’s gold in community. We are praying you and your family go
deeper this year by connecting with a group of believers to belong, become and go beyond.

What does the Bible say? Read
Acts 4:32-37
1. Who shared and what did
they share?

What does it mean for the believers to be “one in heart and
mind” (v 32)?

2. To whom was the money
from selling possessions given?

Sharing is caring! This week
share one meal with someone in
your neighborhood, one item
with someone in need, and one
Bible verse with a friend who
needs encouragement.

3. What did Barnabas do for the
group?

I give away my faith, life, money and time to help with God’s work.

And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.
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I completed my Bible Study
I memorized this week’s verse
I brought my Bible to church
I brought a friend

Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17)
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has
the right to command my belief and action.
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16)
I believe the church is God's primary way to
accomplish His purposes on earth today.
Eternity (John 14:1-4)
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and
to establish His eternal kingdom.
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9)
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,
converts and changes me as a child of God.
Humanity (John 3:16)
I believe all people are loved by God and need
Jesus Christ as their Savior.
Identity in Christ (John 1:12)
I believe I am significant because of my
position as a child of God.
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4)
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who
became man, died for sinners and rose from the
dead.
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24)
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and
have been redeemed to participate in His Kingdom purposes for His glory.
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2)
I believe God is involved in and cares about my
daily life.
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9)
I believe a person comes into a right relationship with God by His grace, through faith in
Jesus Christ.

Love (1 John 4:10-12)
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and
forgive others.
Joy (John 15:11)
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite
of my circumstances.
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7)
I am free from anxiety because things are right
between God, myself and others.
Patience (Proverbs 14:29)
I take a long time to overheat and endure patiently under the unavoidable pressures of life.
Kindness/Goodness
I choose to do the right things in my relationships with others

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4)
I have established a good name with God and
with others based on my long-term loyalty to
those relationships.
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5)
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in
dealing with others.
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13)
I have the power, through Christ, to control
myself.
Grace (Colossians 3:13)
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and generosity to others, even when they have offended
me.
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5)
I have a growing anticipation of God’s promises and my secure eternity with Him.
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4)
I choose to esteem others above myself.

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12)
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and
to find direction for my daily life.
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47)
I fellowship with other Christians to accomplish God's purposes in my life, others' lives,
and in the world.
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4)
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost
in my community.
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2)
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices
in others to encourage their spiritual growth
in Christ.
Evangelism (Acts 1:8)
I share Jesus with others through personal
proclamation and demonstration of the
gospel.
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11)
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s
purposes.
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20)
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request
before Him and to find direction for my daily
life.
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33)
I focus on God and His priorities for my life.
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6)
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accomplish God's purposes.
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7)
I worship God for who He is and what He has
done for me.
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