“Where Are Your Children?”
1 Timothy 1:1-2

I multiply godly beliefs,
virtues and practices in
others to encourage
their spiritual growth
in Christ.
“And the things you have

heard me say in the presence of many witnesses
entrust to reliable people
who will also be qualified
to teach others.”

1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the command of
God our Savior and of Christ Jesus our hope,
2 To Timothy my true son in the faith:
Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and
Christ Jesus our Lord.

Acts 16:1-5
1 Paul came to Derbe and then to Lystra, where a disciple named Timothy lived, whose mother was Jewish and
a believer but whose father was a Greek. 2 The believers at
Lystra and Iconium spoke well of him. 3 Paul wanted to
take him along on the journey, so he circumcised him be-

After reading the text, practice your Observation
skills by noting the following:
• Underline all the words related to family in all
three passages.

•
•

Circle all the words that relate to faith, church
and the gospel in all three passages.
Draw arrows from “mother” and “father” to
words that describe them in all three passages.

•

Bracket the reasons for Timothy’s circumcision in
Acts 16.

•

Underline “genuine concern” and “proved” in
Philippians 2.
Double underline “served” in Philippians 2.

•

What one word would you use to describe the TONE
of this passage? (i.e., stern, joyful, cautious, etc.)

cause of the Jews who lived in that area, for they all knew
that his father was a Greek. 4 As they traveled from town
to town, they delivered the decisions reached by the apostles and elders in Jerusalem for the people to obey. 5 So the
churches were strengthened in the faith and grew daily in

What word or idea stands out to you in this passage?

numbers.
Philippians 2:19-23
19 I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you
soon, that I also may be cheered when I receive news about

What is one thing you do not understand in this passage?

you. 20 I have no one else like him, who will show genuine
concern for your welfare. 21 For everyone looks out for
their own interests, not those of Jesus Christ.22 But you
know that Timothy has proved himself, because as a son
with his father he has served with me in the work of the
gospel. 23 I hope, therefore, to send him as soon as I see
how things go with me.

Try to summarize the THEME of this passage in one
word. If you were going to describe these verses, you
might say, “This text is about ________________.”

1. What is the relationship of hope to salvation and discipleship (1Ti 1:1-2)?

2. From the passages cited, describe the relationship between Paul and Timothy.

3. What reputation did Timothy have before joining Paul?

4. Why would Paul lead Timothy to do something that he encouraged others not to do (Ac 16:3; Gal 5:1-12)?

5. Why did Paul think so highly of Timothy (Php 2:19-21)?

6. Why did Paul consider Timothy a “true son”?

7. Where was Timothy when Paul wrote this letter? What was Timothy doing?

8. How is spreading the Gospel enhanced with mentorships and partnerships?

9.Who do you consider to be close to you (a brother, sister, son, daughter, father or mother) in your faith? Why?

10. Is faith in Christ a personal and private matter or is it a shared experience with others? Explain.

Who are you partnering with to do the Christian
life and ministry? Who do you lead and serve together with? Who is your Timothy? Also consider,
who is your Paul? Who in your life has the permission to challenge you to greatness? Who is following
your example? Discipleship is always about following and leading. Good leaders have been great followers; great followers are groomed to be great leaders. Who are you supporting and assisting? Who are
you preparing to take your place? Paul and Timothy
are great examples of the circle of discipleship. May
we find “true sons” and may we be good mothers
and fathers of faith.

1Ti 1:1 Hope
“The special characteristic stated about Christ Jesus is that he is our
‘hope’ (elpis). Paul's apostleship to ‘all people,’ Jew
and Gentile exists not only because God is Savior for
all people but also because of the sure expectation
Paul has for himself and for those who respond to
the gospel embodied in Christ Jesus as our hope. In
the NT, because elpis [hope] is based on the person
and work of Christ Jesus, the word takes on a note of
confident expectation, even if that expectation is not
yet fully realized and is still in the future (cf. Rom.
5:2, 5; 8:24, 25; 15:4,13; Tit. 1:2; 2:13; 3:7). Because the
hope is that of the gospel (Col. 1:23) and is embodied
in the one who brings the gospel, Christ Jesus (Col.
1 :27, ‘Christ in you, the hope of glory’), Paul may
speak of the bringer or basis of the hope of future
salvation. which comes about at the return of Christ
(Tit. 2:13)” (George W. Knight, New International
Greek Testament Commentary, 62).
v. 2 true
“Paul says not only
that Timothy is a teknon [son] but also that he is
a true (gnesios) child. This note is found also when
Paul refers to Timothy in 1 Cor. 4:17 (‘faithful’ piston)
and especially in Phil. 2:22 where of Timothy’s worth
and service it is said ws patri teknon sun emoi edouleusen [‘as a father with a son, he has served together
with me’]. The keynote of faithful service and proven
worth is probably the significance of gnesios [true]”
(Knight, 64).
v. 2 son
“The apostle’s description of Timothy as my true son in the faith (gnesios
means ‘genuine, sincere') is striking of the intimate
Christian relationship between two men. There was
nothing spurious about Timothy’s standing in the
faith. While there is no article in the Greek phrase,
which could therefore be translated ‘in faith’, it is
preferable to interpret the phrase as referring to the
gospel. Timothy stood in the same tradition as Paul
himself. The father-son relationship terminology to
express master-disciple relationship was widespread
in contemporary society, especially in the mysteries
(cf. Dibelius-Conzelmann). It took on new meaning,
however, when related to the Christian faith”
(Donald Guthrie, The Pastoral Epistles, TCNT, 70).
v. 2 faith
“The locus of their
relationship was their shared belief in Christ. The:
prepositional phrase that describes this, ‘in faith,’ is
Pauline shorthand for being a Christian; here it

describes the sphere in which Timothy is Paul's child.
the common bond that unites them as family (cf. Titus 1:4, "in our common faith"). It is about the equivalent of the reality described by the other Pauline
phrase, ‘in Christ,’ with ‘in faith’ viewing that reality
from the perspective of the activity (and content) of
belief” (Philip H. Towner, The Letters to Timothy and
Titus, New International Commentary on the New Testament, 99-100).
Ac 16:3 circumcised
“Timothy's case differs substantially from Titus's because Timothy has a
Jewish mother and was raised with Jewish faith; he
merely lacked circumcision. As Luke's Paul opposes
only Gentile, not Jewish, circumcision, the same may
be said for the epistolary Paul (1 Cor. 7:18-19; Gal 5:6;
6:15). Further, Timothy's circumcision is here explicitly a missionary strategy, not a concession to others’
mistaken standards of salvation or holiness. Paul specifically says that he practiced Jewish customs and
submitted to Jewish law to reach Jewish people (1
Cor. 9:20). It is difficult to believe that this submission
to Jewish customs excluded circumcision where it
was not a matter of Gentiles’ salvation, especially
when Paul lists circumcision as among his own Jewish ‘qualifications’ (Phil. 3:5)” (Craig S. Keener, Acts:
An Exegetical Commentary: Volume 3, 2303).

1 Corinthians 4:17
“For this reason I have sent to you Timothy, my son
whom I love, who is faithful in the Lord. He will remind you of my way of life in Christ Jesus, which
agrees with what I teach everywhere in every
church.”

Live out your faith in loyal and compassionate partnership with other followers of Christ .

(Rewrite the Central Message above to personally apply to your own life)

The “Living Questions” are simple questions we may ask of any text in order to apply the Bible to our life. Answer the questions below as personally as you can.
1. What does this passage teach me about God?

2. What does this passage teach me about myself?

3. What does this passage lead me to do?

Mary Alice began cutting my hair when I was 18. Every time I was in her chair she dropped a little GodJesus-prayer nugget for me to consider, which for years went in one ear and out the other. When I was 26-yearsold and at the end of my rope, I asked my friend Mary Alice to take me to church. Though she was wrangling
infant twins at the time, she joyfully and willingly took me by the hand and ushered me into a place I had only
been a handful of times in my life. I was frightened and uneasy; I was also hurting, broken and knew something
was missing. She lent me her Bible and sent me to the book of John. With grace, love and peace, she and answered hard questions from a defiant unbeliever whose only experience with God was a man banging on a podium. She corrected wrong theology and put me on a path toward a Holy God that wanted a relationship with
me. I remember the day God called me. I gripped her hand as a life support as I made the long walk down the
aisle to profess faith in Jesus Christ. Still today, her favorite question to me is, “How’s your walk?” Chances are
there’s someone that has poured into your life. Now it’s time to pass this legacy of discipleship on to our kids!
Tell them your story, answer the hard questions, lead them with grace and love. We are praying for you!

Read 1 Timothy 1:1-2
1. Who is writing this letter and
what do we learn about him?
2. Who is the letter written to
and what do we learn about
them?
3. Who gave Paul authority in
his ministry?

In your own words, write what
grace, mercy and peace mean?

Write a letter to someone who
has helped you understand the
Bible.

I multiply godly beliefs, qualities, and behaviors in others to encourage them to grow in Christ.

Listen to advice and accept instruction, and in the end you will be wise.

Earn 1 KidPIX Token by completing the
CENTRALKids Bible Study on this page
and another token by memorizing and
reciting the memory verse for this week.
Questions: kids@wearecentral.org

______
______
______
______

I completed my Bible Study
I memorized this week’s verse
I brought my Bible to church
I brought a friend

Authority of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17)
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has
the right to command my belief and action.
Church (Ephesians 4:15-16)
I believe the church is God's primary way to
accomplish His purposes on earth today.
Eternity (John 14:1-4)
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and
to establish His eternal kingdom.
The Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9)
I believe the Holy Spirit convicts, calls,
converts and changes me as a child of God.
Humanity (John 3:16)
I believe all people are loved by God and need
Jesus Christ as their Savior.
Identity in Christ (John 1:12)
I believe I am significant because of my
position as a child of God.
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4)
I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who
became man, died for sinners and rose from the
dead.
Life Purpose (Acts 20:24)
I believe I am a steward of God’s resources and
have been redeemed to participate in His Kingdom purposes for His glory.
Personal God (Psalm 121:1-2)
I believe God is involved in and cares about my
daily life.
Salvation by Grace (Ephesians 2:8-9)
I believe a person comes into a right relationship with God by His grace, through faith in
Jesus Christ.

Love (1 John 4:10-12)
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and
forgive others.
Joy (John 15:11)
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite
of my circumstances.
Peace (Philippians 4:6-7)
I am free from anxiety because things are right
between God, myself and others.
Patience (Proverbs 14:29)
I take a long time to overheat and endure patiently under the unavoidable pressures of life.
Kindness/Goodness
I choose to do the right things in my relationships with others

Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:3-4)
I have established a good name with God and
with others based on my long-term loyalty to
those relationships.
Gentleness (Philippians 4:5)
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in
dealing with others.
Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13)
I have the power, through Christ, to control
myself.
Grace (Colossians 3:13)
I demonstrate forgiveness, mercy and generosity to others, even when they have offended
me.
Hope (1 Peter 1:3-5)
I have a growing anticipation of God’s promises and my secure eternity with Him.
Humility (Philippians 2:3-4)
I choose to esteem others above myself.

Bible Study (Hebrews 4:12)
I study the Bible to know God, the truth, and
to find direction for my daily life.
Biblical Community (Acts 2:44-47)
I fellowship with other Christians to accomplish God's purposes in my life, others' lives,
and in the world.
Compassion (Psalm 82:3-4)
I seek to serve the last, the least and the lost
in my community.
Disciple-Making (2 Timothy 2:2)
I multiply godly beliefs, virtues and practices
in others to encourage their spiritual growth
in Christ.
Evangelism (Acts 1:8)
I share Jesus with others through personal
proclamation and demonstration of the
gospel.
Generosity (2 Corinthians 9:6-11)
I gladly give my resources to fulfill God’s
purposes.
Prayer (Psalm 66:16-20)
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request
before Him and to find direction for my daily
life.
Single-Mindedness (Matthew 6:33)
I focus on God and His priorities for my life.
Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:4-6)
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accomplish God's purposes.
Worship (Psalm 95:1-7)
I worship God for who He is and what He has
done for me.
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